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Nobel laureate Mohammadi faces
seven more vears in Iranian prison
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An Iranian court sentenced Nobel Peace Prize winner Narges
Mohammadi to over seven more years in prison, her lawyer said.
Over the past quarter-century, Ms. Mohammadi, 53, has been
repeatedly tried and jailed for her campaigning against Iran’s use of
capital punishment and the mandatory dress code for women. AFP

Nobel laureate Mohammadi faces seven
more years in lranian prison

¢ Nobel laureate Mohammadi faces seven more years
in lranian prison
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¢ An Iranian court sentenced Nobel Peace Prize
winner Narges Mohammadi to over seven more
years in prison, her lawyer said.
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e Over the past quarter-century, Ms. Mohammadi,
53, has been repeatedly tried and jailed for her

campaigning against Iran’s use of capital punishment and the mandatory dress code for

women.
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BANGKOK
Conservative Thai Prime Minister
claims victory in national election

AFP

A
Thailand’s conservative Prime Minister claimed victory in the
general election on Sunday, after television channels projected his
party would be by far the largest in Parliament after riding a wave of
nationalism. “We are likely to take first place in the election,” Anutin
Charnvirakul told reporters at his party headquarters. AFP

Conservative Thai Prime Minister claims
victory in national election
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. Conservative Thai Prime Minister claims
victory in national election
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foar
. Thailand’s conservative Prime Minister
claimed victory in the general election on Sunday,
after television channels projected his party would
be by far the largest in Parliament after riding a
wave of nationalism.
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. “We are likely to take first place in the

election,” Anutin Charnvirakul told reporters at his party headquarters.
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Elavenil and Arjun win

mixed team air rifle gold
i SRR,

SHOOTING

LERER >

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Elavenil Valarivan and Ar-
jun Babuta teamed up to
clinch the 10m air rifle
mixed team gold in the
Asian Rifle / Pistol Cham-
pionship at the Dr. Karni
Singh shooting range here
on Sunday. The day saw In-
dia take its medal count
past 50.

On top: Elavenil and Arjun after their title-winning efforts.

Himanshu Dhillon and
Shambhavi Kshirsagar se-
cured gold in the junior
mixed team event while
Hrudya Shri Kondur and
Anshul Batra prevailed in
youth mixed team event.

In the 25m standard pis-
tol event, Gurpreet Singh
won gold to lead a clean
sweep of the podium.
Harsh Gupta clinched sil-
ver while Amanpreet Singh
bagged bronze.

At the end of the fifth

day of the competition, In-
dia extended its tally to 54
medals, including 34 gold,
12 silver and eight bronze.
Uzbekistan is in second
place with three gold and
one silver, followed by In-
donesia with one gold, two
silver and four bronze.
Elavenil continued her
red-hot form, hitting a total
of 253.4 in 24 shots while
Arjun finished strongly
with a total score of 251.6.
The pair’s combined total

Elavenil and Arjun win mixed team air rifle gold

A 3 3l A s & war vigwa Wl sitar

of 505.0 was enough to
take gold.

Kwon Eunji and Kim
Woorim won silver with a
combined score of 501.0.
Misaki Nobata and Naoya
Okada of Japan claimed
bronze with a combined
score of 437.1.

Himanshu and Shamb-
havi, meanwhile, cruised
through the final to shoot a
combined score of 502.4 in
the junior mixed team ca-

tegory.

Elavenil and Arjun win mixed team air rifle gold

TARAA 3R 31 A fIRs 1 TR IS Wl Sffdr

Elavenil Valarivan and Arjun Babauta teamed up to clinch the 10m air rifle mixed team
gold in the Asian Rifle / Pistol Championship at the Dr. Karni Singh shooting range here
on Sunday.

TaTafa araTia iR 3o a1gaT A AR &1 gt ST woff Rig yfdw e § tRa=
AEwd / fiRed AR & 10 Hier TR vswa fires & A W@t yew Sl

The day saw India take its medal count past 50.

39 I3 YIRA &1 Ug®! BT SiiwsT 50 | 31 Had Tl

Himanshu Dhillon and Shambhavi Kshirsagar secured gold in the junior mixed team
event while Hrudya Shri Kondur and Anshul Batra prevailed in the youth mixed team
event.
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In the 25m standard pistol event, Gurpreet Singh won gold to lead a clean sweep of the
podium.
25 ez WS fiRea Wyt & TRifa Rig 7 Wl Sidex Nfdaw R wii= wiv &1 Aq@ faan
Harsh Gupta clinched silver while Amanpreet Singh bagged bronze.
&Y T A ¥ord S Siete i g 7 S uew g1 fa
At the end of the fifth day of the competition, India extended its tally to 54 medals, including
34 gold, 12 silver and eight bronze.

& Uiad & & 3fd T HIRG = (U TS TGThR 54 UGH B3 o, o 34 wquf, 12
IO 3R 3TS B A & |
Uzbekistan is in second place with three gold and one silver, followed by Indonesia with
one gold, two silver and four bronze.
SfhT 9 ol 3iR Te I97d & 1Y g RIF R 8, IT& 91¢ 8 IRar U wuf, g
TS 3R IR 1 & Y ¢
Elavenil continued her red-hot form, hitting a total of 253.4 in 24 shots while Arjun finished
strongly with a total score of 251.6.
TATAE A 30T AFGR BTH oI} 3G gU 24 e H 253.4 BT WHR a1, Said 3ef
251.6 & Hd WHR &b I Holgd JHIW Dl
The pair's combined total of 505.0 was enough to take gold.
SIS! BT 505.0 PT VYT WP IR [T St o forg waie a7l
Kwon Eunji and Kim Woorim won silver with a combined score of 501.0.
DI gl 3R 5T gfed 71 501.0 F TYFd R & TIY IoTd ST
Misaki Nobata and Naoya Okada of Japan claimed bronze with a combined score of 437.1.
STUT &1 ATt AaTar iR 13T SNHTST A 437.1 & Ygad WHR & 1Y Hieg S|
Himanshu and Shambhavi, meanwhile, cruised through the final to shoot a combined score
of 502.4 in the junior mixed team category.
39 o9 fewmiyy ok wrivd 3 SR frs v ot & wigea & 502.4 %1 9gad WHR Fd gU
ST Sid Gof B |
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Lovlina, Arundhati shine as
India claims nine gold medals

BOXING

Press I!ust ol !n!na

LA NUCIA (SPAIN)

Olympic medallist Lovlina
Borgohain and former
Youth World champion
Arundhati Choudhary led
from the front as India
wrapped up a highly suc-
cessful BOXAM Elite Inter-
national 2026 tournament
with a dominant show,
clinching nine gold medals
in the event here.

India was represented
in seven elite women’s fi-
nals on Saturday, including
an all-Indian title clash in
the 54kg division and
emerged with gold in each
of them. India finished as
the competition’s most
successful team with nine
gold, three silver and seven
bronze medals.

Indian women set the
benchmark on the final
day. Manju Rani (48kg) and
Nitu (51kg) opened pro-
ceedings with emphatic
unanimous wins over
Spain’s Marta Lopez and
Noelia Gutierrez respec-
tively, before Poonam
(54kg) edged past compa-

Top class: Lovlina displayed her trademark control and composure
to defeat Mary-Kate.

triot Preeti in a hard-fought
all-Indian final.

Priya (60kg) and Arund-
hati (70kg) followed with
commanding 5-0 victories
over Ukrainian opponents,
while Lovlina (75kg) dis-
played her trademark con-
trol and composure to de-
feat England’s Mary-Kate
Smith 4-1. Naina (80kg)
completed the sweep with
a measured win over Uk-
raine’s Raisa Piskun.

Reflecting on the wo-
men’s performances, In-
dian women’s head coach
Santiago Nieva said, “This
was an exceptional show-
ing from the women.”

In the men’s finals, Sa-
chin (60kg) produced one
of the day’s most gripping

performances, edging out
Canada’s Keoma-Ali Al Ah-
madieh 3-2, while Akash
(75kg) added another gold
after a tense 3-2 win over
Kazakhstan’s Aman
Konsbekov.

The results (finals): Women:
48kg: Manju Rani bt Marta Lopez
(Esp) 5-0; 51kg: Nitu bt Noelia
Gutierrez (Esp) 5-0; 54kg:
Poonam bt Preeti 4-1; 60kg:
Priya bt Tetiana Dovhal (Ukr) 5-0;
70kg: Arundhati Choudhary bt
Anastasiia Taran (Ukr) 5-0; 75kg:
Lovlina Borgohain bt Mary-Kate
Smith (Eng) 4-1; 80kg: Naina bt
Raisa Piskun (Ukr) 4-1.

Men: 60kg: Sachin bt Keoma-Ali
Al Ahmadieh (Can) 3-2; 70kg:
Torekhan Sabyrkhan (Kaz) bt
Deepak 4-1; 75kg: Akash bt
Aman Konsbekov (Kaz) 3-2; 80kg:
Pavli Illiusha (Ukr) bt Ankush 5-0.

Lovlina, Arundhati shine as
India claims nine gold medals

AIAHT, YU THST, HRd A
= quf ye® Sitd

e Lovlina, Arundhati shine as India
claims nine gold medals

AT, SR IHDT, YR A A ot
UG Sitd

e Olympic medallist Lovlina
Borgohain and former Youth World
champion Arundhati Choudhary led
from the front as India wrapped up a
highly successful BOXAM Elite
International 2026 tournament with a
dominant show, clinching nine gold
medals in the event here.

e uge fasar wadi=r arifed
3R gd gy aes Afua sreufa dredt A
FGR UeRH Hd gU HRd $I Tgi
SMIRSTd BOXAM Wl §C3AREd 2026
%r?q?ﬁaaaé%wuﬁwﬁm

|

e India was represented in seven
elite women’s finals on Saturday,
including an all-Indian title clash in the
54kg division and emerged with gold in
each of them.

YR 7 AR $! Afgen o & I1d Tdle BisHd W, o d 54 f63m it & Ot avg URd
BT S 4T, 3R It & Wl e Siidl

¢ India finished as the competition’s most successful team with nine gold, three silver and
seven bronze medals.

YR = Y Tof, i I51d 3R ITd $iE UgH! & T UG ! Had I d dH S 20U d
g foan)

e Indian women set the benchmark on the final day.

Sifow fam1 uRedta ufgarsei & @y AFe Raftd faar|

e Manju Rani (48kg) and Nitu (51kg) opened proceedings with emphatic unanimous wins
over Spain’s Marta Lopez and Noelia Gutierrez respectively, before Poonam (54kg) edged
past compatriot Preeti in a hard-fought all-Indian final.

ol I (48 T3 iR i (51 fF3m) 3 < | &t Aref ave ok Aeferar gfds °

THAPT Sitd

WE URATT BT Sild|

e Priya (60kg) and Arundhati (70kg) followed with commanding 5-0 victories over Ukrainian
opponents, while Lovlina (75kg) displayed her trademark control and composure to defeat
England’s Mary-Kate Smith 4-1.
fora (60 fapam) iR sr&efa (70 fpam) 3 g ufegfea W 5-0 @) yHTETER Sid ol @,
S daeitHr (75 fum) 3 srm fafkiy Tau sik gz &1 veeH #d gU s7ds &t dl-de
Ry 31 4-1 T g

o Naina (80kg) completed the sweep with a measured win over Ukraine’s Raisa Piskun.
AT (80 ) = gobT &1 AT FURp = IR ferd Sid & 91y &l Wi OR7 fosa |

o Reflecting on the women’s performances, Indian women’s head coach Santiago Nieva
said, “This was an exceptional showing from the women.”

Afgarsll & UaxM W Ufdfhar <d gU HRdHa Afgar ¢\ & Je1 $ia dfearn far - o1, “ag
Tfgarat &1 S[TUROI Ye=i= 4TI

& 1Y YHATT B, 3D d1e T (54 fm) 7 &8 gavraal T hifa &1 gror
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¢ Inthe men’s finals, Sachin (60kg) produced one of the day’s most gripping performances,
edging out Canada’s Keoma-Ali Al Ahmadieh 3-2, while Akash (75kg) added another gold
after a tense 3-2 win over Kazakhstan’s Aman Konsbekov.

9oy BTsa § I (60 foram) A i & qa Auias goedl 8 4 U6 8 SATST & Baidl-
3T 3T SEHTCAT P 3-2 J TN, SIaich SATHT (75 fhuT) 3 HoNfHTa— & M
PIYADIG W 3-2 B! HA! S & 1Y TH 3R W0l ST

The results (finals): Women:

gfunmy (wrsHe): afeand:

e 48kg: Manju Rani bt Marta Lopez (Esp) 5-0
48 o uT: T I 7 el AU (V) S 5-0 J R
e 51kg: Nitu bt Noelia Gutierrez (Esp) 5-0
51 foouT: <fiq = Treferar fes (V=) &1 5-0 T X/
e 54kg: Poonam bt Preeti 4-1
54 foour: g8 A Wfd o1 4-1 &0
e 60kg: Priya bt Tetiana Dovhal (Ukr) 5-0
60 foouT: foram = fear=n StasTa (geh=T) &1 5-0 T &A1
e 70kg: Arundhati Choudhary bt Anastasiia Taran (Ukr) 5-0
70 forom: ereufar Test 3 SFRATRAT aR (gh+T) H1 5-0 T &
e 75Kkg: Lovlina Borgohain bt Mary-Kate Smith (Eng) 4-1
75 fopon: raeftar aniies 3 A-Pe Ry (F7ds) 3l 4-1 J =
e 80kg: Naina bt Raisa Piskun (Ukr) 4-1
80 fopum: AT 7 YT R (ggbT) Bl 4-1 | R

¢ 60kg: Sachin bt Keoma-Ali Al Ahmadieh (Can) 3-2
60 Toram: TafarT = FaNwT-Sret 3ra SrgwfedR (FIST) B 3-2 I XM
e 70kg: Torekhan Sabyrkhan (Kaz) bt Deepak 4-1
70 fuT; IREH AIfRAT (HoAfewr) 7 Su® &I 4-1 F &
e 75kg: Akash bt Aman Konsbekov (Kaz) 3-2
75 THUT: SITHTR 7 M HIFABIT (FATfhwdT) B 3-2 J TIAT
e 80kg: Pavli llliusha (Ukr) bt Ankush 5-0
80 o 3TT: UTaelt SR (Tgh) A G DI 5-0 T I

GS Paper 1: Geography
TOPICS COVERED | 09 February 2026

1. | Prohibitory orders issued in Manipur’s Ukhrul district
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Prohibitory
orders issued
in Manipur’s
Ukhrul district

GUWAHATI

Administration of Mani-
pur’s Ukhrul district on
Sunday imposed prohibi-
tory orders in Litan area of
the district “until further
notice”, following tension
between Naga and Kuki-Zo
villagers over an assault
case.

District Magistrate Asish
Das said the restrictions,
under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, were im-
posed on apprehension of
breach of peace and public
tranquillity in the area.
The restrictions came into
force from 7 p.m. on
Sunday.

The district administra-
tion also requisitioned the
services of the Army and
paramilitary forces, includ-
ing the Assam Rifles, as a
preventive measure. Ac-
cording to reports, a Kuki-
Zo group allegedly assault-
ed a Tangkhul Naga man at
Litan on Saturday night.

It also said that the mat-
ter was being addressed
peacefully and customarily
through the established
authority of the Litan Sa-
reikhong village “in consul-
tation with the family of
the injured person”.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
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Prohibitory orders issued in Manipur’s Ukhrul district
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Prohibitory orders issued in Manipur’s Ukhrul district
AR & IEed frel § 8RSk

. Administration of Manipur’'s Ukhrul district on Sunday imposed prohibitory
orders in Litan area of the district “until further notice”, following tension between
Naga and Kuki-Zo villagers over an assault case.

AR & ITEd fTd & TR A AR &1 et & ferar= & 7 “sn1d smexr a”
?W@%ﬂ@ﬁmﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁ%aﬂa@%ﬁ%mﬁﬁé&m
EIFS |

. District Magistrate Asish Das said the restrictions, under Section 163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, were imposed on apprehension of
breach of peace and public tranquillity in the area.

forem afoRee M=ty g/t = a1 [ URdR ANTR® JR&T |igar B URT163 &
gﬁﬁﬁqﬁaﬂaﬂﬁmﬁsﬁvwﬁﬂﬁﬁwmzﬁaﬁm$www
|

The restrictions came into force from 7 p.m. on Sunday.
ﬁqﬁaurﬁawm7aﬁ®m€rw|

. The district administration also requisitioned the services of the Army and
paramilitary forces, including the Assam Rifles, as a preventive measure.

1t U= A RS UM & U H I41 3R fAfE Ial, o oRIH s
ff S §, 1 Fand ot off|

. According to reports, a Kuki-Zo group allegedly assaulted a Tangkhul Naga
man at Litan on Saturday night.

fearef & SR, F@l-oi WHg A WER 34 e § te aivge A sfe )
DY FU Y gl [Tl

. It also said that the matter was being addressed peacefully and customarily
through the established authority of the Litan Sareikhong village “in consultation
with the family of the injured person”.

Tg i g1 T S 59 AHS &) frdE I¥S@ITT 19 &1 R Ui & Areqd 9
uTId Afed & fRar A A=t 3R Fifagol e WRTTa aiid I Jagm o1 @1 7|

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED

09 February 2026

1. | Question and answer

Uy 3R IR

2. | The Centre and the margins

&% 3R g1l
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Question and answer

Parliament must function as the forum
to debate contentious issues
l n an unusual departure from established

parliamentary convention, the Lok Sabha

adopted the motion of thanks to the Presi-
dent’s address to Parliament without the Prime
Minister’s reply to the debate on February 5. The
explanation by the Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla,
for the PM not replying to the discussion on the
motion raised more questions than it answered.
Mr. Birla said that he had concrete information
about Opposition Members of Parliament (MP)
planning something “unexpected”, obliquely
suggesting that they may have caused harm to
the PM inside the House. It is bizarre to assume
that the Leader of the House — the Prime Minister
— avoids speaking in the House fearing harm
from fellow MPs. Developments in the House,
earlier and outside, provide a more plausible rea-
son for the PM not showing up in the Lok Sabha.
The Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, during his speech on the
discussion on the motion of thanks, sought to cite
excerpts from a book by former Chief of the Ar-
my Staff, General M.M. Naravane, which was dis-
allowed by the Chair. On the one hand, the LoP
was not allowed to speak and, on the other, the
PM chose not to speak. Both are against parlia-
mentary norms and, more than that, a disturbing
erosion of democratic accountability.

The debate and reply function as a mechanism
through which the executive is held accountable
to Parliament. Mr. Birla stated that he had re-
quested the PM not to come to the House be-
cause there were credible inputs about a possible
disruption or an “unforeseen” situation near the
PM’s seat. As Congress MP K.C. Venugopal has
pointed out in a letter to the PM, parliamentary
rules require that a debate on the motion of
thanks must conclude with the PM’s reply, and if
the House wishes to close the discussion without
the PM’s reply, a specific resolution must be
moved and adopted. Whether or not the book in
question was published, as long as Mr. Gandhi
was willing to authenticate its contents and place
it before the Chair, he should have been allowed
to speak. The book in question raises serious is-
sues related to national security, and to deny
elected members the opportunity to discuss
these is indefensible. The portions that Mr. Gand-
hi cited outside the House, if accurate, point to
the tendency of the political executive to evade
critical decision-making by passing the buck and
then avoiding accountability. A thorough parlia-
mentary discussion concluding with the PM’s
reply would have been the opportunity to prove
that charge wrong. By skipping the reply, PM Na-
rendra Modi proved his critics right.
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Question and answer
Uy 3R I

¢ Parliament must function as the forum to debate
contentious issues

e oI faargreue gei IR 989 &1 U9 3axg g1 918 ¢

¢ In an unusual departure from established parliamentary
convention, the Lok Sabha adopted the motion of thanks to
the President’s address to Parliament without the Prime
Minister’s reply to the debate on February 5.

R IS WRT | T SR faeq o, dteaur a4 5
BRI D1 GYTTHAT & STaTd & foram gufa & sifdrvmeor v
RIATE YRATd B1 UTiRd v fean

e The explanation by the Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla, for
the PM not replying to the discussion on the motion raised
more questions than it answered.

ABHAUT A& W foRer gRT yerw=it & =i w oae =7 44
D HRSAT - IR J 3w Uy W fFul

e Mr. Birla said that he had concrete information about
Opposition Members of Parliament (MP) planning something
“unexpected”, obliquely suggesting that they may have caused
harm to the PM inside the House.

ot fora 3 gl fob 3% U 31 wFeR! & o faueft wiveg o
“JIYTIRI” TS §41 X8 &, 3Ve U I Yhd g gufv
e & Wiax guHA & JHA ugar Iad A1

e ltis bizarre to assume that the Leader of the House — the

Prime Minister — avoids speaking in the House fearing harm
from fellow MPs.

Ig 3MeNd © I§ HI b HEGH & AdT — TUTHA — AgHHT
TGl | THAM & 83 | e J dia- A 994 |

o Developments in the House, earlier and outside, provide a
more plausible reason for the PM not showing up in the Lok
Sabha.

T & HIeR 3R aTeR gU Ue-ishd WUTHR & dtemayr &
SURRIA 1 g1 BT 3Hfd FUIIT HROT UeH Fd ¢ |

e The Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, during his speech on the discussion on the
motion of thanks, sought to cite excerpts from a book by
former Chief of the Army Staff, General M.M. Naravane,
which was disallowed by the Chair.

dreayT § fuer & Jar wga M A 4T A W9t &
SR 3T 1T & gd I YR SR TH.TH. a0 &1 D
& 3 IY I DI BRI Y, o sremes 7 srgufer 78 <

e On the one hand, the LoP was not allowed to speak and,
on the other, the PM chose not to speak.

% 3R fauer & a1 #) dteq Ft rgufa 78 & w8 ok g
3R YYTHA 7 Fia 1 fawew =81 g1

o Both are against parliamentary norms and, more than that, a disturbing erosion of

democratic accountability.

T 8 T HIdS! & e g 3R 359 W it Aedil® saradg! &1 Ride—e

&R0T I &

e The debate and reply function as a mechanism through which the executive is held
accountable to Parliament.

3R S1aTd U U I & =0 H B HRd g [orgP A1 T SrAuTfereT 64 & Ufd

CERE)
SqTaeE gl gl
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Mr. Birla stated that he had requested the PM not to come to the House because there
were credible inputs about a possible disruption or an “unforeseen” situation near the
PM’s seat.

off fa=a A 5T i I WUTHAT I FeT | 7 31 &1 rR1Y frar Jifes g #f die
& URT SUTFad a T a1 “3arRra” fRUfT & IR & fayita seend <t

As Congress MP K.C. Venugopal has pointed out in a letter to the PM, parliamentary rules
require that a debate on the motion of thanks must conclude with the PM’s reply, and if
the House wishes to close the discussion without the PM’s reply, a specific resolution
must be moved and adopted.

ST b ST TiRTg &Y. JupTaTe = g Y ford e § aann, due e & oruR
Y_IGTE AT UR 989 BT THTIH YUTAH & Targ & A1 g1 91y, iR afe g
TYTEA & STa19 & o1 Tt e S aredn @, O U iy wRara @ ok uiiva
HAT ISP 2|

Whether or not the book in question was published, as long as Mr. Gandhi was willing to
authenticate its contents and place it before the Chair, he should have been allowed to
speak.

TTe WA AP USRI §3 81 A1 71E1, 579 aob ot micht It annht 3t g &2 39 sremel
F TR TG B AR &, I I B1 rgafa & I TR R

The book in question raises serious issues related to national security, and to deny
elected members the opportunity to discuss these is indefensible.

g Y T Y& ¥ s 1R g, Io1dt 7, 3R Faifua wewal #1 59 W 949t 31 sawr
341 3gfa 81

The portions that Mr. Gandhi cited outside the House, if accurate, point to the tendency of
the political executive to evade critical decision-making by passing the buck and then
avoiding accountability.

3 32 S 4t Wieh A WeA & eR Sgyd Y, S TR &, T I Aeiad SrUTDT Hi
eyl Fofa § ge ok Rrder & o= 9t wafy & a2fd ¥

A thorough parliamentary discussion concluding with the PM’s reply would have been
the opportunity to prove that charge wrong.

YYTTHA & 919 & 1Y FUTW g1 aTell favgd SO g9t 39 RIY $i 7Taa Aifad de-
BT AR el |
By skipping the reply, PM Narendra Modi proved his critics right.

TaTd Bled, TUTHHA g A 7 30 3] &1 Hel ifad o e
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The Centre and the margins

‘The Hindi heartland weighs more than their share in the making of Lok Sabha majorities. In 11 of 15 instances, the region had proportionate or higher share in the majority; while the south went

underrepresented in nine cases. Coalition majorities are more dispersed geographically. bringing in margins into power in Delhi. An exclusively population based delimitation of LS

the prominence of the heartland. By ghese K. George, Nitika Francis and Vignesh hakrishnan
Lok Sabha (LS) majority is often mentioned REGION-WISE SHARE [ Overrepresented [ Underrepresented  North: UP, Bihar,
& monokihic fact; 5 anber that cain bé The table shows the share of the ruling coalition in the Lok Sabha él:.m:w‘:p'
nothing but objective. The objectivity of attlagach;
. Delhi, J&K,
the numbAer.ln ¥hk case is rather superflu- s £ 245% of North-East:  (jyvariihand,
ous. An absolute majority in the LS requires 272 mem- Seats in 1967 3TRINISET  Haryana, HP,
bers, i.e more than half of its total strength of 543, and mx changed (:l"w‘zd“; Punjab, Rajasthan,
;lehmver those oomn: ulr:m but w'l:sre those mem- TN TG % in 1976
rs come from wi country has consequences 0%
for how is managed and 20% Assam, Manipur,
priorities are set at the national level. Decisions im- Meghalaya,
pacting a particular State or a region can be taken by a :"Wf"‘e
‘majority in Parliament in which the affected State or Shkaim, Tripura
region has little say. The neutering of Article 370 in St Ardion.
2019 was a remarkabk case of this possibility, but ex- Karnataka, Kerala,
amples abound — from setting conditions for central T, Telangana,
schemes to designing the education policy. B
‘The regional distribution of the LS majority has a Gujarat, Dadra
qualitative impact on federalism and democracy. Thi &Nagar Haveli,
is an analysis of the regional distribution of ol Daman &Diu.
majorities in 15 Lok Sabhas, including the current :‘;:_"3‘;7;::"
one. We start this analysis with the fourth LS elgcwd 2024 529 15% 17% 5% WB, Andaman &
in 1967, when the status of the Congress as the single int | 1 Nicobar istands
dobiatt party was broken evidently 1 06 polls. By In 15 national majorities: nine times
1967, several strands of resistance to the national pol-
Itics, repeesented then by the Congress, had gained MAPPING THE North S1% | bast: 1% North: 51% | East: 8% North: 65t4 | East: 14%
o, S <o and ngoge T egoivs,  RULING COALITION Pl el S
riations in the political dynamics began to influence The dots on the map represent the number
which party or coalition wins a majority. of Lok Sabha seats of the ruling coalition or
‘The north and the west have weighed more in the party, State-wise. Only the majority-i.e the
ruling benches of the LS, relative to their share in the Lok Sabha MPs supporting the government 5
total strength, while the south, the east, and the -ismapped in each. For instance, the dots .
northeast have weighed less in the majority than their in the 2024 map indicate the MPs supporting
o of the to . Of it the current government. During some Lok
= S"’I';‘"l“l""‘j‘ e‘m h@a{impromspouml' M"‘:{m’;’:‘m’,‘e Sabha terms (1996, 1977, 1989) there were
in the majority, while the south had this only in six. o han Soe poysOmeL In sich e,
¢ , ly the majority of the first government is
While the north has been underpresented in the ma- plotted here. Percentages indicated in some
jority only four times out of 15, the south has been un- cases may be approximations and may not A s L S ¥
derrepresented nine times. In 1991, when the Con- add up exactly at 100 1967 * 1971 1977 \
gress was shrunk to the south but still managed a brok Hindi lled early LS el loses power in the Centre, 30
majority, the country also had the irstPrime Minister ~ ["¢(e7 | Thetenottrebotom CoptionromteasneparyinTaminads | akerspivang he ‘ C e e mdepencence. The et
from the south. Non-BJP coalitions tend to have ma- bedplenid ik which came under the sway of Dravidian emerged victorious, sweeping the polls Party and it alles win their majority largely
jorities that have a wider spread generally speaking, Peopi on heve portbthe. politics. It faces setbacks in the Hindi belt, across the country. The Congress made from upper India, with the south and
¢ shore uling it in Gujarat, and Odisha but retains majority, an alliance with DMK and other parties northeast sparsely represented. The Congress
""’ the 1999 NDA government led by A.B. Vajpayee is Mhesars ik copldon albeit reduced, in the Lok Sabha. in Tamil Nadu did not win a single seat in UP
one of the most evenly spread in terms of its members bandisic oo P i i
i i ition in ly the primary = Congress: 283 =indian National Congress = Janata Party: 295 ® CPIM): 22
in the LS. The 1977 and ‘%‘i;’zf“"rﬂ‘:‘gml: thelokSabha | partyis mentioned) (Requisitionists): 352 = Shiromani Akali Dal: 9
divergence between the
In the 15 LS majorities

between 1967 and 2024 ,
|- the northern States were

oV

the southern States were
underrepresented 9 times

north and the south. In
both years, caste and reli
gious conflicts in the Hin-
ted 11 5 di belt shaped the nation-
al majority in the LS. The
southern  States com-
prised as low as 2% of
seats in the government
benches in these two years. The elections of 1977 and
1989 often get portrayed in grand frames - as restora-
lion democracy after the Emergency and a popular
rge against corruption after the Bofors kickback
alleglmns Beyond those claims, and closer to the

North: 46% | East: 7%
West: 18%| South: 27%
North-East: 2%

North: 55% | bast: 9%
West: 115 | South: 1 1%
Horth-East 2%

North: 66% | East: 18%
West: 13% | South: 2%
North-East: 0%

Narth: 26%| ast- 8%

North £3¢ 7%

ground, lies the reality of caste and religious conflicts o \ .

i the Ak bertn vhichfeked e kst 1980 ] 1984 % 1989 © % 1991

arayan movement gnd the V. 1. S he andh couneyvide g o e Congrs, e national s fthe snta Dl the G st iy v
respectively. Peninsulr India remained solemniy un' T Congessuno mthe | A\oiowng e stwsmavonal ndr 855 and he Lo wi ok R decionne A

touched by these battles of the heartland.

The prominence of the heartland

There are two axes around which these parliamen-
tary majorities are aggregated — namely, the dynam-
ics within the heartland, and between the heartland
and its peripheries. Within the heartland, religion
and caste are the key drivers of mobilisation; between
the heartland and the regions, language and cultural
autonomy come into play. Regional autonomists pref-
er the weaker of the national hegemons at any given
point in time — that is why all regional formations
have allied with both the BJP and the Congress over
these decades. The Akali Dal is the only exception, in
that it has only allied with the BJP, and never with the
Congress. The current LS majority is largely depen-
dent on two parties ~ the JD(U), a heartland social pe-
riphery party, and the TDP, a peninsular, linguistic
party. But they have less leverage than they had in
1999. Why? Because Bihar and Andhra Pradesh were
both bifurcated in the interim; and the national hege-
mon, the BJP, commands enough numbers in the
heartland to be able to hold its ground. This had hap-
pened in the past too — the Congress was dependent
onsubaltern caste parties in the heartland and the re-
gionalists in 2004, but in 2009, the UPA was elected
with winning one of four seats in Uttar Pradesh. That
explains why UPA-2 could ignore parties of the social
and regional peripheries, compared to UPA-L.

Quest for a truly national majority

How could national majorities be spread more geo-
graphically and socially? If the national parties are
truly national in terms of their geographical and so-
cial spread, this is achieved to a large extent. The
Congress had once enjoyed that advantage, but as of
now, both the Congress and the BJP derive their
strengths from specific regions. The regional spread
of the majority is also better when coalition govern-
ments are in power at the Centre. In 1976, the Con-
gress government decided to freeze delimitation of
LS seats for 25 years, though the party could have
advanced its strengths in the heartland by going

e
Gandhi. .

are
the country, though the northeast remains in
the margins

# Indian National Congress (Indira): 353

where a new linguistic party, the Telugu
Desam Party, wiped out the Congress

®Indian National Congress (Indira): 404

that had nearly zero
peninsula and the northeast. UP and Bihar
were the epicentre

# Janata Dal: 143 # Bharatiya Janata Party: 85
= Communist Party of India (Manxist): 33

hmostof
it nomiers from the South,ndia 1o got s
first PM from the region - PV Narasimha Rao

#Indian National Congress (Indira): 232

North: 28%| East: 18%
West: 9% | South: 38%
North-East: 6%

1996 ¥

M2 thebegining o a cualdon erthat
12014, East

Narth: 55, | East: 9%
West: 11% | South: 22%

\
T2 comss o pomsc it the suppot
l 1 d

gets more prominence. The second PM from
the South - H D Devegowda

® Congress: 140 # Janata Dal: 46
= Communist Party of India (Mandist): 32

linguistic politics. The NDA is anchored in UP
and Bihar, but its alliance with the AIADMK

North: 48% | East: 10%
West: 179% | South: 24%
North-East: 1%

1999 N
"he NDA retains power, but the BJP
shuffled its partners, roping in DMK (TN).

The coalition numbers more dispersed

than the previous one. A B Vajpayee as PM

(TN) was critical. The govt fell
withdrew its support

® Bharatiya Janata Party: 182
# ALADMK : 18 Telugu Desam Party : 12

delimitation

= Bharatiya Janata Party : 182 # Telugu Desam
Party: 29 ® Janata Dal (United) : 21

Marth: 415 East: 13%
Wes: 11% lsnu\h A%
Morth-East. 4%

2004 * %

he UPA government led by the Congress
had a Lok Sabha majority from two

clusters - the peninsula and the Gangetic

belt, including West Bengal. Regional parties

from UP, Bihar and TN and the Left were part

of the ruling combination

®indian National Congress: 145 ® CPIM: 43
= Samajwadi Party: 36

North: 36% | East: 12%
West: 149% | South: 32%

Harth: €2¢% | East: 19
West: 21%| South: 12%
nm»mx:;

North: 60% | East: 7%
West: 20% | South: 9%
North-East: 4%

Nerth: 52% | East: 113
et 5% South: 1%
Northtast: 5%

ahead. At the expiry of 25 years, in 2001, all parties 2 g \
agreed to extend the freeze by another 25 years, un- N k? ’ P A
il after the 2026 Census. In 2026, the BJP has to re- 2(:99 B — 2?':9 S— Y 2(:'29 " " ¥ 20%:‘ R Y
ile within i i hile deal @ e BJP wins a majority with major gins \e BJP wins again and bigger, wi ith the BJP losing its grip
concile within itself factors gains in UP riding the wave of OBC in UP and Bihar. The 5 MPS in the Rajasthan and Maharashtra,

ing with the delimitation question. It has an
incentive to privilege the priorities and the world
view of the heartland from where its parliamentary
majority comes from. But it also wants to be truly
national by expanding its base in States such as Ker-
ala, Tamil Nadu and Punjab.

support following reservations for them in
higher education. UPA-2, less dependent on
the Lett and regional parties, had its majority
more dispersed than UPA-1

= Congress : 206® AITC: 19
® Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam: 18

The Centre and the margins

&% 3R gIlRA

t0 1967 -a national hegeman (BJP)on
the ascent, and the other on the descent
(Congress) - with the south featuring sparsely
in the ruling sice.

= Bharatiya Janata Party: 282
= Shiv Sena: 18 8 Telugy Desam Party: 16

heartland, leaving the eastern seaboard and
the peninsula untouched. But Karataka is
alreadya BJP stronghold.

=Bharatiya Janata Party:
= Shiv Sena m-nmuml(umled) 16

dependent on TOP from Andhra. There is no
single party majority and the numbers are
more evenly spread. For the first time, BJP
won a seat from Kerala

=Bharatiya Janata Party: 240 ® Telugu Desam
Party: 16® Janata Dal (United): 12
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The Hindi heartland weighs more than their share in the making of Lok Sabha majorities.
& geayfy &1 dieaut sgud & i F ooe TR @ o1fie qura | 8|

In 11 of 15 instances, the region had proportionate or higher share in the majority; while
the sputh went upd'errepresented in nine cases. -
15T & 11 ATHAl § 9 &5 & Juifae® a1 3ifte ReRt 36, Safe gférr 9 el § &H
gfafAfre aren @11

Coalition majorities are more dispersed geographically, bringing in margins into power
in Delhi.

TSEYH FgHd HIMfas U ¥ 3w faefed gid &, e 31 & 8= faedh 3t v o ama
gl

An exclusively population based delimitation of LS seats could further the prominence of
the heartland.

Had TTESI TUTRG TR I dreayT et d geayfy $t wEdar 3k 9¢ &l 8|
By Varghese K. George, Nitika Francis and Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Varghese K. George, Nitika Francis MR Vignesh Radhakrishnan gRRT

Lok Sabha majority and regional representation

AHaUT 9gHd 3R &g ufafAfira

A Lok Sabha (LS) majority is often mentioned as a monolithic fact, a number that can be
nothing but objective.

AFTYT (LS) TgHd B! ARR U THEY a2 & U H I ol 8, b WA S Had
JEIIE Ueitd gt 8

The objectivity of the number in this case is rather superfluous.

T A 1 B IREAT $O 54 P TGS ¢

An absolute majority in the LS requires 272 members, i.e more than half of its total strength
of 543, wherever those come from; but where those members come from within the country

has consequences for how representation is managed and governance priorities are set
at the national level.

AU H qul 9gHd & AU 272 X aTF 84 €, T T 543 Bt WA BT 18§ 3feres;
qfes 32 o iR 9 Yo P8l 3§ 3MTd &, T T 99 811 ¢ fob wfafiiRie »& yafta ghm ok
P TR R M BT AIUfewars H3 ad gl |

Decisions impacting a particular State or region can be taken by a majority in Parliament in
which the affected State or region has little say.

Tt foRy e aT & &1 yuIfad F=A aral ol e & T 9gHd g forg o wavd § forad
THITId T 1 &7 B! HH HRAGRT 811

The neutering of Article 370 in 2019 was a remarkable case of this possibility, but examples
abound — from central schemes to education policy.

2019 ® 3¢ 370 BT FAUTAHRUT STHT TH Ieha-1 SaIgxUT T, Wb U IEERUT 3
& — Fsiia giermelt I Ao e Hifa d@ )

The regional distribution of the LS majority has a qualitative impact on federalism and
democracy.

WS IgHd BT 1T faaror Huarg iR Atwds W [UNES YT STedl g

This analysis covers the regional distribution of national majorities in 15 Lok Sabhas,
including the current one.

g fazeiur 15 drpautell & APt 9590 & &N faavor &1 HeR HaT g, o addH
T o =i g

The analysis begins with the fourth Lok Sabha (1967), when the dominance of the
Congress was clearly broken.

g fazaiwor it AHAHT (1967) ¥ == BI1 €, S HIUH DT T WY FY 4 ¢l

By 1967, resistance to national politics gained salience, driven by religion, class, caste, and
language.

1967 T, AP I & f&es ufcRly sgr, S o, o, Sifer 3R Wrar 3 O T
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Regional political dynamics began influencing which party or coalition wins the majority.

3 3 g8 yuIfad 1 L= b fs &1 It urdf ar e agHa sftaan
|

The north and west have weighed more in ruling benches relative to their share, while the
south, east, and northeast have weighed less.

IR MR U3 &1 IR e B 3% TR $if¥es yTa YgT, et gféror, gd ok SwR-gd &1
HH BT

Out of 15 majorities, the north had proportional or higher share in 11, while the south had
this only in 6.

15 gl & ¥ TR BT 30Tl a1 31 3ea1 11 T o1, Safds gféror &1 Had 6 |

The north was underrepresented only 4 times, but the south was underrepresented 9 times.
FWR DHad 4 TR HH UfAHTUE qrer g1, Said gfaor 9 IR |

In 1991, when Congress was largely confined to the south yet formed a majority, India got its
first Prime Minister from the south.

1991 |, S1F BT GEI: i1 adh i ot fOhR off 9gud firen, 99 YRd &I ugen giémr
YRATRT FUT=HT e

Non-BJP coalitions generally had a wider regional spread, but the 1999 NDA government
led by A.B. Vajpayee was among the most evenly spread.

TR-YTSTUT TSE U= BT & fIaR ImRaa: 31fie 81, Al 1999 1 e fagrt It &
A aTelt TASIT IR Jad gferd o

The 1977 and 1989 elections showed a complete divergence between the north and south.
1977 3R 1989 & FATAl & IR 3N &faror & sitw ol oick fa=ms fean

In both years, caste and religious conflicts in the Hindi belt shaped the national majority.
Sl aul 7 &<t 8 ® ITfar ofiR unfifes wawl 3 AP IgHd &1 SPR T |

The southern States had as low as 2% seats in government benches in these years.

g aut § gféroft Tl & IWRHR ue T dad 2% Hie o

The 1977 election is seen as restoration of democracy after the Emergency, and 1989 as a
popular upsurge against Bofors corruption, but underlying reality was caste and religious
conflict in the Hindi heartland.

1977 BT TITAHTA & SIG Ahaa BI TeTall 3R 1989 B YSTER & FIATH TH-3HUR
T ST 8, R aRdfasdl fEdY & & sty oik urfife Tenf 2

These conflicts fuelled the Jayaprakash Narayan movement and the V. P. Singh
movement, while Peninsular India remained largely untouched.

3 YNl 7 SAUST TR 3figiad iR 4l . Rig st & ofka far, Sefe yraghda
YR T ST TeT|

The promlnence of the heartland

YA (FTEtS) &t ugEal

There are two axes around which these parliamentary majorities are aggregated — namely,
the dynamics within the heartland, and between the heartland and its peripheries.

S HOEH 9gHdl & UHATHRU & &l 3MUR § — gIeds & iR @t nfaxftear, ¢k g1cdds
U1 I Uil & dia ey |

Within the heartland, religion and caste are the key drivers of mobilisation; between the
heartland and the regions, language and cultural autonomy come into play.

gTéee 3 MR el 3R SR IS ATe! U PR 8, ol gredis IR A F o
UTST 3R Aiepfa Wawar THTd STer 8|

Regional autonomists prefer the weaker of the national hegemons at any given time —
hence regional formations have allied with both the BJP and the Congress over decades.

&g wrawarard) fee ff rg HHeiR TYATeN &dl ! Trufieher 3d § — gafirg
D! &g @l 7 UTSTUT iR BT S & Iy Te e fhar g |

The Akali Dal is the only exception, having allied only with the BJP, never with the
Congress.

3[PTeil S UHHH YIS 7, for - had HISTUT P 1Y Tese fbar, dyt S & 1Y 71|
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The current Lok Sabha majority depends largely on JD(U), a heartland social periphery
party, and TDP, a peninsular linguistic party.

AHYUT TEHA BTH! 88 b ASNY, S gIeas BI JrTfores TiRfer & urdf 8, 3R ag]
=W Urdt (TDP), ST U Tigtg HTwTs Tret 8, R Rk 81

But they have less leverage than in 1999 because Bihar and Andhra Pradesh were
bifurcated, and the BJP holds strong numbers in the heartland.

Afh 7% U 1999 Ft g&-T A HH YUTT § Fifo fagR 3R 3isr ue=r &1 fquTer = 81 gabr
8, 3R HIoIUT & U1 gIdds A Weoigd S 5|

This has happened before — in 2004, the Congress depended on subaltern caste and
regional parties, but in 2009, UPA-2 was elected despite winning only one of four seats in
Uttar Pradesh.

T g5+t g3 — 2004 H BT AT SR & gatt R R o, dfe 2009 # gdiu-2
HId IR YR B IR § A TP Jle siaex off T F o5

This explains why UPA-2 ignored social and regional periphery parties compared to UPA-

1.
3t R gfte-2 3 Armfore iR ety uftfr gat t st &Y, Safes w1 o ¥ &t
T

Quest for a truly national majority

9I%d | AP TgHT BT Gl

National majorities become more geographically and socially spread when national parties
have broad social and regional reach.

V9 AP gal BT AP SR &4 IR rues giar &, 79 g sgad sifie vifcs
3R YIRS =0 § Hefar 3

The Congress once had this advantage, but currently both Congress and BJP draw
strength from specific regions.

mﬁmmwmu T, At aaa & HERT AR YTSIdT g1 Ft arwd IRy &= 9

I

The regional spread of majority improves under coalition governments at the Centre.
5 T Toae= TRPRI & SR SgHd I a1 faR dgaR glar 2|

In 1976, the Congress government froze delimitation of Lok Sabha seats for 25 years,
though it could have benefited electorally in the heartland.

1976 ® HTUT WRPR = AHEHT Hiel & uffta=T &1 25 auf & forg wffa foran, sefe
TR gIecis B 39 1Y foret ol

In 2001, all parties extended the freeze for another 25 years, until after the 2026 Census.
2001 # F g A 57 25 auf & € 3R ggrT, I 2026 B FTRUMT & dIE dH |

In 2026, the BJP faces two opposing factors in dealing with delimitation.

2026 T YToTUT B TR F Ge, W ) faRIeh SRS ST AT 3|

It has an incentive to prioritise the heartland, from where its parliamentary majority comes.
34 gIEAS DI WYRIFHAT I HT UATE ©, STa! o SUDT WG TgHd ST ¢ |

But it also seeks to become truly national by expanding in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Punjab.

%@rmagm,aﬁmaﬁwméﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬁwmwﬁﬂ@uaﬁmﬂﬁm
|
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India and Malaysia sign pacts to expand ties

YR 3R AR A G4l & foar & forg gagia feu
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2. | Visually challenged woman to become a judge in Kerala after topping
merit list

Afve i A MY R U 31 & 916 Ha A A Afgdr o a9t

3. | Myanmar’s military-scripted polls, India’s strategic bind

TR & 99-FSRE gA1d, YRd &1 JuEfae gfaun

4. | Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of military hostility, seeks removal of troops

;ﬁgﬁmﬁgﬁﬁmwﬁwwmmm,ﬁﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ
T

India and Malaysia sign pacts to expand ties

The two countries sign agreements in critical
areas, including defence and semiconductors

Press Trust of India
KUALA LUMPUR

ndia and Malaysia on
l Sunday vowed to ex-

pand their ties in the
high-priority sectors of
trade and investment, de-
fence, energy, advanced
manufacturing and semi-
conductors with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi as-
serting that both sides are
committed to peace and
stability in the
Indo-Pacific.

Following his wide-rang-
ing talks with Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him, Mr. Modi reiterated
India’s position on combat-
ing terrorism as he said:
“Our message on terrorism
is clear; no double stan-
dard, no compromise.”
The two sides inked a total
of 11 agreements and docu-

ments to expand coopera-
tion in a range of key areas,
including a framework
pact for deeper engage-
ment in the semiconductor
sector.

Mr. Modi, who arrived
in Kuala Lumpur on Satur-
day, and Mr. Ibrahim ap-
preciated efforts to pro-
mote the usage of local
currencies — the Indian ru-
pee and Malaysian ringgit
— for trade settlement.

“We will pave the way
for economic transforma-
tion through strategic
trust,” Mr. Modi said, de-
scribing the India-Malaysia
relationship as “special”.

During the visit, Mr. Mo-
di met Malaysia’s Indian-
origin Ministers, MPs, and
Senators and interacted
with four leading industry
leaders.

“We are maritime neigh-

Bidding adieu: Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to the
gathering before his departure from Malaysia on Sunday. PTI

bours. For centuries, our
peoples have had deep and
cordial ties,” he said in his
media statement. Mr. Modi
also announced India’s de-
cision to establish an In-
dian Consulate General in
Malaysia. In his remarks,

Mr. Ibrahim noted India’s
economic growth and said
his country would benefit
immensely if it could se-
cure more ways and op-
portunities to collaborate
with New Delhi.

“It [India’s economic

India and Malaysia sign pacts to expand ties

YR 3R HAARMAT A "4l & faar & forg gugia feu

e The two countries sign agreements in critical areas, |nclud|ng defence and semiconductors
QI GRIT A T&T 3R

e In Kuala Lumpur, Modi and Malaysian PM stress their e Jorts to promote trade in local
currencies

PIMATAYR J A R wARMTE wemw=ht 3 Ry gerai § SR & 9grar A & A
T IR SR fear

e The PM announced that an Indian Consulate General is to be established in Malaysia soon

UYTHAT 7 9von &1 fos aafRmr § iy € e HRd

In Kuala Lumpur, Modi and Malaysian PM stress
their efforts to promote trade in local currencies

growth] is on spectacular
rise in the international
trade scene,” he said, de-
scribing the decision to use
local currencies for bilater-
al trade as “remarkable”.

In the talks, Malaysia ex-
tended its support for In-
dia’s permanent member-
ship in a reformed United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC).

Elaborating on engage-
ment in the security do-
main, Mr. Modi said coop-
eration in
counter-terrorism, intelli-
gence sharing, and mari-
time security will be
strengthened, adding that
both sides will further ex-
pand defence ties.

“Along with Al and digi-
tal technologies, we will
advance partnerships in
semiconductors, health,
and food security,” he said,

noting that the discussions
at the CEO Forum opened
new opportunities for
trade and investment.

The Prime Minister
touched upon India’s posi-
tion on Indo-Pacific and its
steadfast views on the 10-
nation  Association of
Southeast Asian Nations’s
(ASEAN) centrality in the
region. “The Indo-Pacific
region is emerging as the
world’s growth engine.
We, along with ASEAN, are
committed to develop-
ment, peace, and stability
throughout the Indo-Pacif-
ic region,” he said.

“With the support of
friendly countries like Ma-
laysia, India will further ex-
pand its relations with
ASEAN. We agree that the
review of the ASEAN-India
Trade Agreement, ITIGA,
should be completed expe-

| TR gXier fou

The PM announced that an Indian Consulate
General is to be established in Malaysia soon

ditiously,” he added.

Mr. Modi said he and Mr.
Ibrahim also had a “mea-
ningful discussion” on re-
gional and global issues.
“In this environment of
global instability, the grow-
ing friendship between In-
dia and Malaysia is of vital
importance to both coun-
tries.”

“We share the view that
reform of global institu-
tions is essential to address
today’s challenges. We will
continue to support all ef-
forts for peace. And our
message on terrorism is
clear: No double standard;
no compromise,” he ad-
ded. “We appreciate your
commitment to India-Ma-
laysia relations. Let us to-
gether realise your dream
of a prosperous Malaysia
and our resolve for a deve-
loped India,” he said.

HETaTioreyg garar Rifud far s

¢ India and Malaysia on Sunday vowed to expand their ties in the high-priority sectors of
trade and investment, defence, energy, advanced manufacturing and semiconductors
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserting that both sides are committed to peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific.

YR 3R

HARMET A AAAR B U Hee BT fORAR FI1 BT Gped foram 3R g8 fawar

IR 3R fawn, e, i, 3aa fafmtor sy A saed S 3= wruftyear ara &=t &
B, o gurE AR W) A 98 e i i ug fig-usia &= § ifa ofik fRuRar & for
wfaes g
e Following his wide-ranging talks with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Mr. Modi
reiterated India’s position on combating terrorism as he said: “Our message on
terrorism is clear; no double standard, no compromise.”

umﬁww%w%wuwamﬁa%w off Al 7 endwarg | Fued

TR HRA & @ &I GIgd gU BT “IATAHAIG W THRT Y WY B; B SIeT AFES e,
PIs SN AT 1"
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The two sides inked a total of 11 agreements and documents to expand cooperation in a
range of key areas, including a framework pact for deeper engagement in the
semiconductor sector.

I Teit 3 < Ui & H TEaNT dg & 1T o 11 WS SR ST IR gEIER B,
o7 Afipeaex &7 § TeR JguNT & forg Us & wAsidr Ht i B

Mr. Modi, who arrived in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday, and Mr. Ibrahim appreciated efforts to
promote the usage of local currencies — the Indian rupee and Malaysian ringgit — for
trade settlement.

AR & FTATAYR Ugd ot At 3R off Safen A AR e & fore vt gereif —
YR 3947 3R HalRmrs Rilgit — & ST 61 S¢1a7 21 & JaTd! Bt TRIg1 Bl

“We will pave the way for economic transformation through strategic trust,” Mr. Modi
said, describing the India-Malaysia relationship as “special’.

g IUHIfae fayra & wrenw 9 snfdfe ulad= &1 ant yera #3391, 4 7t 3 Fe1 3R
During the visit, Mr. Modi met Malaysia’s Indian-origin Ministers, MPs, and Senators and
interacted with four leading industry leaders.

IR P IRE, i Tt I HARAT & YRdg g9 $ @, aiael ek W) I gared 3t 3R
IR WIS IR Aa13ii I STadid &

“We are maritime neighbours. For centuries, our peoples have had deep and cordial

ties,” he said in his media statement.

20 WS TSI €1 ufeat | gAR @i & dig MY 3R Werdyul Way IR €, S oA

Hifsar goaar | Fal

Mr. Modi also announced India’s decision to establish an Indian Consulate General in

Malaysia.

%ﬁnﬁ’rﬁnﬁﬂmﬁ YR HETATIOY gaTdT RITUd S & HRd & fofg o7 +f gwon
I

In his remarks, Mr. Ibrahim noted India’s economic growth and said his country would

benefit immensely if it could secure more ways and opportunities to collaborate with New

Delhi.

3o gadad o, 4t gefed 3 HRd @ enfife gf o1 Icora fvan oik &at i afe =18 el &

T TEANT & 3R e IR 3R AR A df 37 ¢ BT ATYD ATy R

“It [India’s economic growth] is on a spectacular rise in the international trade scene,’

he said, describing the decision to use local currencies for bilateral trade as “remarkable”.

g (MR P 3T gig) o IR yf¥ewd # AR I8 W 8, I fgueha

IR & fore wurita gorei & ¥ fofa &1 “Iea-ia 9ard gu el

In the talks, Malaysia extended its support for India’s permanent membership in a

reformed United Nations Security Council (UNSC).

ardi #, FeifRrar = guriva @ged TP GI&T uRuE (UNSC) H YIRd 91 RITH wewdr & g

3T gHdA S

Elaborating on engagement in the security domain, Mr. Modi said cooperation in counter-

terrorism, intelligence sharing, and maritime security will be strengthened, adding that

both sides will further expand defence ties.

& &7 & Tgd W fadR ¥ ¥ard gy, o Hict A Fel [& sdwparg-ieh, givar Sert

T B3 3R T Y& B TeaNT &1 Torgd (a1 ST, SR G uef T& Hael o ok

faeaR <

“‘Along with Al and digital technologies, we will advance partnerships in

semiconductors, health, and food security,” he said, noting that the discussions at the

CEO Forum opened new opportunities for trade and investment.

“ga3mg 3R feRrea menfiferal & ary-wmy, gu Aifivsaesd, Wy iR T JRan &

Treieial &1 M T ¢, 3T Hel, 3R Far fe W wivw & g =i 3 amurR ik

9% & 9T SawR Wil

The Prime Minister touched upon India’s position on the Indo-Pacific and its steadfast

views on the 10-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations’s (ASEAN) centrality in

the region.
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T A -y WX HRA & $@ SR &7 ¥ 10 30 F fdor-qd s Y w
(SR Bt HHa YIST IR 307 31T Rl &1 Ik fara|
¢ “The Indo-Pacific region is emerging as the world’s growth engine. We, along with
ASEAN, are committed to development, peace, and stability throughout the Indo-
Pacific region,” he said.

fEq-uxrid &7 3y & e §o9 & w0 & IWR T ]| g9, MR & a1y fraes, R

fée-uwria &= # e, wifd 3k RRTT & fore ufaag & 3= T

o “With the support of friendly countries like Malaysia, India will further expand its
relations with ASEAN. We agree that the review of the ASEAN-India Trade Agreement,
ITIGA, should be completed expeditiously,” he added.

“TAfRrar S i 3= & guda @ uRd R & Iy S "l o7 3R R s
U 39 919 W HgHd 8 f MR- HRd R wwsha, ITIGA, 3t weiien hw off &t it

e, I5iA SISl

e Mr. Modi said he and Mr. Ibrahim also had a “meaningful discussion” on regional and

global issues.

st At 3 e b I SR ot sefew A & SR af¥ye gel iR I wrde @t 31

¢ “In this environment of global instability, the growing friendship between India and
Malaysia is of vital importance to both countries.”

3P SFRRAT S 39 AR #, URd 3R AR & = et firar g1 o= & g

3cdd Hgeayul 21"

e “We share the view that reform of global institutions is essential to address today’s
challenges. We will continue to support all efforts for peace. And our message on

terrorism is clear: No double standard; no compromise,” he added.

g7 39 faR &1 T1gn #74 € & o 3t gfaal | Fued & fore afye Tt & gur
TR 81 g4 Wit & Fut yarat 1 GHA HId T 1 3R SHTddarg W gHRT A W
2: P13 SIS’ HIFES A8Y; BIS JHSIar 11,” I6i4 SireT|
o “We appreciate your commitment to India-Malaysia relations. Let us together realise
your dream of a prosperous Malaysia and our resolve for a developed India,” he said.

Visually challenged woman to become
a judge in Kerala after topping merit list
GS II: Social Justice |

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

Lawyer Thanya Nathan C.
will most likely enter the
annals of Kerala’s judicial
history as the first visually
challenged woman judge.

Ms. Nathan, who is total-
ly blind, has been ranked
first on the merit list of per-
sons with benchmark dis-
abilities in the recent judi-
cial service examination
for the selection of Civil
Judges (Junior Division) in
the Kerala Judicial Service.
Joyson Sajan, with cerebral
palsy, came second.

It was a landmark judg-
ment by a Supreme Court
Bench of Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and R. Mahadevan in
2025 which noted that “vi-
sually impaired candidates

Vi
Thanya Nathan C. had secured the first rank in her LL.B.
examination from Kannur University. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cannot be said to be ‘not
suitable’ for judicial ser-
vice and they are eligible to
participate in selection for
posts in judicial service”.
That paved the way for Ms.
Nathan to become a judge.

“This should probably

be for the first time that a
candidate with visual dis-
ability is clearing the judi-
cial service examination in
Kerala. It’'s not known
whether such candidates
had earlier applied for the
post. Currently, there are

no visually challenged
judges in Kerala,” judicial
sources said.

Overcoming her limita-
tion, 24-year-old Ms. Nath-
an secured the first rank in
the LL.B. examination
from Kannur University.
She began her practice as a
junior to a lawyer at Talipa-
ramba in Kannur.

“My senior and a few
others encouraged me to
take the recruitment exam.
I studied law using the
Braille system. Now, tech-
nology has come to the aid
of people like me, where
screen-reading  software
helps us read texts,” Ms.
Nathan, who does not
need a white cane to move
around, told The Hindu. “1
am confident of overcom-
ing the challenges.”
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Visually challenged woman to become a judge in Kerala after topping merit list

Afve gt A =fid R ure #31 & 916 $ra | eParfa afgar s« a4l

Lawyer Thanya Nathan C. will most likely enter the annals of Kerala’s judicial history as
the first visually challenged woman judge.

TP T=T 1Y . FA & AP gfaerd & ygel TR Aigan ool & =0 & a5l o
D! IS HHTGT B

Ms. Nathan, who is totally blind, has been ranked first on the merit list of persons with
benchmark disabilities in the recent judicial service examination for the selection of Civil
Judges (Junior Division) in the Kerala Judicial Service.

gufa: =¥ it a1 gifern =Re Jar wiien & saumd e afeal #f afve =t
T YU R U g3 €, S bra 1ies a1 & fufae oot (gfaR fdem) & oa71 & o
ST @1 TS ot

Joyson Sajan, with cerebral palsy, came second.

WA IRt ¥ IRT A F1o gk R WG

It was a landmark judgment by a Supreme Court Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and
R. Mahadevan in 2025 which noted that “visually impaired candidates cannot be said to
be ‘not suitable’ for judicial service and they are eligible to participate in selection for
posts in judicial service”.

Tg 2025 T Aryfe .. yREaTEr 3R 3R, HETead & gitH #IE dte gr1 foar mar uew
efaeTRe fAvla ur, o we1 a1 o “efParita siafial ot =nfiie a1 & g e
TP M IPA AR I ARG AN S U F AT U AR F A &1’

That paved the way for Ms. Nathan to become a judge.

SO Gt YT & O S BT AF YRR gl

“This should probably be for the first time that a candidate with visual disability is clearing
the judicial service examination in Kerala. It's not known whether such candidates had
earlier applied for the post. Currently, there are no visually challenged judges in Kerala,”
judicial sources said.

“FYJd: I Uge! IR ¢ i eRalRa snagdf 3 dva & =l Jar wdien S<fivf o1 81 g5 3@
T81 ® fp U enaffat 3 ugd 39 Ug & forw amde fopan ur a1 =Y | ada & $3a A P i
eidarfia oot 9 8, = 3 3 Tl
Overcoming her limitation, 24-year-old Ms. Nathan secured the first rank in the LL.B.
examination from Kannur University.

3o+t rATsft HY IR B §T, 24 qurg Joft A= = R fAyfaeaney 3 vava . wden
TYH R U fomd |
She began her practice as a junior to a lawyer at Taliparamba in Kannur.

B PR P ATAIIRTST H TH apid B 1R & €U 8 Hfdes = 311

“‘My senior and a few others encouraged me to take the recruitment exam. | studied law
using the Braille system. Now, technology has come to the aid of people like me, where
screen-reading software helps us read texts,” Ms. Nathan, who does not need a white
cane to move around, told The Hindu.

A DR 3R $o o= A 3 g wdf when 33 ¥ Rrg vieariea fean #3 3@ yore
BT STURT HIP B B! USTs P 3 dPH-11P gH 9 Al 9 Heg & forg 3mi s €,
STEl BPIH-ET AiteddR g6 UTe U ¥ "aradar vl 8, Yt A 1, forg aem-fiia &
fore b & @1 sraxgwal el 7, & fg 9 e

‘I am confident of overcoming the challenges.”

Tt gl I UR H BT T Ay g1
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Myanmar’s military-scripted polls, India’s strategic bind

ive years after the February 1, 2021 coup,
F Myanmar’s military sought to manufacture

political normalcy through elections held
in three phases between late December 2025 and
January 2026. Predictably, the military-aligned
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
won. The outcome was barely a surprise since
voting was permitted in only 265 of the country’s
330 townships, with a controlled political
participation.

Polling was largely confined to urban wards, as
most rural areas remain under resistance
influence. The junta claimed an overall voter
turnout of around 55% — roughly 13.14 million of
24 million eligible voters. This sharp decline,
from the roughly 70% turnout recorded in 2015
and 2020, reflects not voter apathy, but
widespread rejection of a military-scripted
political exercise.

The credibility deficit was compounded by the
junta-appointed Union Election Commission
dissolving several opposition parties, including
the National League for Democracy (NLD), the
Arakan National Party, and the Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy, with senior leaders jailed.
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing fielded dozens of
serving and retired military figures under the
USDP banner, which has now claimed sweeping
victories. The new Parliament is slated to be
formed within two months.

Elections amidst war; India’s response

Since the coup, at least 7,738 people, including
activists, journalists, and civilians, have been
killed, while over 30,000 have been arrested. Of
these, 22,767 remain in detention, including NLD
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and former
president U Win Myint, and 11,497 have been
sentenced, often on politically motivated charges.
More than 1,13,000 houses and structures have
been destroyed, particularly in Sagaing and
Magway.

The regime’s brutality has fuelled the growth
of resistance groups, notably the People’s
Defence Forces, which now operate alongside
long-established ethnic armed organisations and
control large swathes of territory, including 91
towns.

Despite the elections, these groups exert
significant influence, constraining the USDP and
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India will have
{0 manage its
ties with the
regime,
balancing
principles with
pragmatism

suggesting that the conflict is likely to intensify.

For India, Myanmar is both a strategic
neighbour and a gateway to Southeast Asia,
crucial for its Act East Policy. The elections,
therefore, continue to pose a long-standing
dilemma for New Delhi’s security and
connectivity interests, without legitimising a
deeply contested political mechanism.

In repeated statements in December 2025 and
January 2026, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has reiterated that
India supports Myanmar’s democratic transition
and that any electoral process must be free, fair
and inclusive, with the participation of all
political stakeholders. This carefully calibrated
language reflects India’s attempt to uphold
democratic principles while avoiding a complete
diplomatic rupture with Naypyitaw. During the
same period, New Delhi also clarified that any
Indians who had visited Myanmar during the
election process had done so in their personal
capacity, signalling a distance and absence from
the political exercise.

High-level engagement has continued
alongside this calibrated rhetoric. On the
sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) meeting in August 2025,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing to review bilateral ties
and explore avenues for cooperation. While
reiterating India’s readiness to support
Myanmar’s developmental needs, the Prime
Minister also emphasised the importance of
conducting free, fair, and inclusive elections
involving all stakeholders. The message was clear:
engagement would continue, but without explicit
political endorsement.

Amidst this, India has continued to play its
humanitarian role by sending relief teams,
humanitarian and medical assistance, and the
establishment of a temporary field hospital under
Operation Brahma during the March 2025
earthquake, which allowed New Delhi to remain
engaged while avoiding legitimisation of the
regime.

Implications for India

Myanmar shares a 1,643-kilometre border with
four of India’s northeastern States, making
instability across the frontier inseparable from

Myanmar’s military-scripted polls, India’s strategic bind

AR & 39-

Myanmar elections after the coup

qEATIee & dI¢ WAR $ A1

3R gATa, YRa B Turifad gfae

India’s internal security. Violence and state
collapse have already triggered refugee inflows
into the nation. India currently hosts 90,100
displaced Myanmar nationals in Mizoram and
Manipur. The absence of a coherent national
refugee policy places disproportionate burdens
on State governments, thus exposing faultlines in
this respect. Continued post-election instability is
likely to sustain such movements.

Indian-backed projects, including the Kaladan
Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project and the
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, have
faced repeated delays due to insecurity in
conflict-affected regions. The junta’s claims of
post-election normalisation will be difficult to
translate into improved implementation
conditions, forcing New Delhi to reassess
timelines, risk exposure and engagement
strategies.

Moreover, transnational security threats — for
instance, the proliferation of narcotics and
human trafficking networks — have accelerated
amid weakened border controls and fragmented
authority. Of particular concern is the rapid
expansion of cyber scam centres and cyber
slavery networks operating in border conflict
zones in Myanmar, from where 2,165 Indians
have been rescued since 2022, but more still
remain within the shackles. These developments
present emerging non-traditional security
challenges, underscoring the need for
coordinated and clearer domestic and regional
policy responses.

The path for New Delhi
As western and regional blocs such as the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
refuse to recognise the election outcomes for
now, it becomes essential for India to maintain its
balanced approach. New Delhi is likely to sustain
limited engagement with the regime in power to
protect core interests, while simultaneously
maintaining contacts with local actors, which it
has already been doing in recent times.
Myanmar’s elections have, therefore, not
marked a turning point. For India, they underline
a hard truth: managing relations with a fractured
neighbour will require balancing principles with
pragmatism — at a time when neither offers an
easy exit.

Five years after the February 1, 2021 coup, Myanmar’s military sought to manufacture

political normalcy through elections held in three phases between late December 2025

¥ TEATIAC & U I dle, AR & 99 PR A e HHdd ATH=I

e ot SRR 31, S faxiaR 2025 & Sid A TGN 2026 T 14 TN A §Y IAMEI &

.
and January 2026.
1 BRaxt 2021
e 9§

) ST ST T, A=

.

Tuffa g

The outcome was barely a surprise since voting was permitted in only 265 of the

Predictably, the military-aligned Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) won.

TS Sgaude Uit (USDP) A Sitd 81T &1

country’s 330 townships, with a controlled political participation.

giRuTH SfydSie o1 o7 Fifds =T & 330 W & Had 265 TSARIT & HagH &t rgafa ot
3R oo urfterdt fAeifye ot
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Polling was largely confined to urban wards, as most rural areas remain under resistance
influence.

e TAd: R &t a W g1, [ siftreter anftor &= uferie Tugl & gy A g
The junta claimed an overall voter turnout of around 55% — roughly 13.14 million of 24
million eligible voters.

=T ] A TTHT 55% HegTH — 24 ffera= aiva aagransii & & @ 13.14 ks g
1 ardT fopar|

This sharp decline from roughly 70% turnout recorded in 2015 and 2020 reflects not
voter apathy, but widespread rejection of a military-scripted political exercise.

TE 2015 3R 2020 T &St T 70% WG A dof RTaE AAGAT ISR 78!, dfcw S=-
frafa Terifae uftear @) arus sRdiefa awidh 21

The credibility deficit was compounded by the junta-appointed Union Election
Commission dissolving several opposition parties, including the National League for
Democracy (NLD), the Arakan National Party, and the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy, with senior leaders jailed.

YT Yoe ﬁ?mwaa@m-ﬁqaaqﬁwsﬁmmqﬁﬁﬁq&ﬁa?ﬁaﬁ
471 B fear, S=H A=e R Bk AT (NLD), 3RTHTH A=Md UTdl, 3iR
AxHfad ot Bk SWskdt a8, dur aig Aarsit &Y 9a & ster w|
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing fielded dozens of serving and retired military figures
under the USDP banner, which has now claimed sweeping victories.

PR TR AT 317 FTET 7 USDP & SR aa gol-l aa |1 3R Jarf-ga A= Siftrerivay
B AgH § IART, oA ofd WY Sfid &1 grar fean 3|
The new Parliament is slated to be formed within two months.

< H9g & T & e 1fsd 819 aret 21

Elections amidst war; India’s response

g5 & o g19; YRd 31 ufafear

Since the coup, at least 7,738 people, including activists, journalists, and civilians, have
been killed, while over 30,000 have been arrested.

JEAIAC & 91§ HH I HY 7,738 AN, 58 Prifwal, weR ok Amfive wfia §, ar
Y, Si&fe 30,000 | P FRER fHT U

Of these, 22,767 remain in detention, including NLD leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
former president U Win Myint, and 11,497 have been sentenced, often on politically
motivated charges.

T ¥ 22,767 3t oft foaa F €, S NLD =T G198 31171 |1 @t 3R gd yufa g fa=
FRfeT TG €, 3R 11,497 Y ol & T, SR IrerNres SRS g

More than 1,13,000 houses and structures have been destroyed, particularly in Sagaing
and Magway.

1,13,000 | 3if¥& TR 3R TIAATE AP & ! 3, o T T RIS 3R 7N H|

The regime’s brutality has fuelled the growth of resistance groups, notably the People’s
Defence Forces, which now operate alongside ethnic armed organisations and control
large swathes of territory, including 91 towns.

TR &1 T - ufaRiey JYET & gfs &) garar o 8, faRives figey f3hg widw, S @
ST IR WITS+1 & 1Y e 91 2rex) Afgd 98 &3 wR =y wad €1

Despite the elections, these groups exert significant influence, constraining the USDP and
suggesting that the conflict is likely to |nten5|fy

Trdl $ STavie, T T Aeeaqul THTE T 394 ¢, FFrad uspp Wi it € oik Iba
frear g & mrcf sﬁ? o g 9har g

For India, Myanmar is both a strategic neighbour and a gateway to Southeast Asia, crucial
for its Act East Policy.

YRd & U TR T Y0rifae UgRi ok gfor-gd ufkrr &1 w3 R 2, < 39! e
S fifa & o Agaqul &1

The elections, therefore, continue to pose a long-standing dilemma for New Delhi’s
security and connectivity interests, without legitimising a deeply contested political
mechanism.
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e Inrepeated statements in December 2025 and January 2026, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal reiterated that India supports Myanmar’s democratic
transition and that any electoral process must be free, fair and inclusive.

faiar 2025 3R ST 2026 T TR-IR o€ T I § e HATGT & Yaadm IR SrgHara
I R 6 HRD AR & WP dite JHHUT BT U Hedl & 3R Bis +f Fardt uftear
s, fFroer v wamash g =g

e This carefully calibrated language reflects India’s attempt to uphold democratic principles
while avoiding a complete dlplomatlc rupture with Naypyitaw.

g WAYTHIgdd Hgferd HINT YR & dldbdita® Rigidal &I a9T¢ ¥@d §¢ Aradlal & a1y guf
Feifae Way e A 799 & TN B g2 3

e During the same period, New Delhi clarified that any Indians visiting Myanmar during the
election process did so in their personal capacity.

34T 3rafy §, 7% faeeht 1 om fovan i gAma ufthar & SR "R oM ard WRd 3o
HfRITa &aT ¥ Y A
¢ High-level engagement has continued alongside this calibrated rhetoric.

Y g FaEaTelt & 1Y IT-TRT YUD ORI IR |

e On the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) meeting in August
2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Min Aung Hlaing to review bilateral ties and
cooperation.

3R 2025 § XUTS AU TG (SCO) Bl 93P P SR, UUTHAT A% AT A e 3w
IS A gareTd o fguefta deaaf ofv TgahT &1 aHien o1

o While reiterating India’s readiness to support Myanmar’s developmental needs, the Prime
Minister emphasised the importance of free, fair and inclusive elections.

Wﬁﬁmmammaﬁ%?mﬁqaﬁmaﬁmm@ YYHEAT = ¥,
fereaes ofiz FHTARM gATE & AEd W SR faar|

e The message was clear: engagement would continue, but without explicit political
endorsement.

TR WY UT: UP SIRY T80, Afh Wy Ierifae gadq & faem)

e Amidst this, India has continued to play its humanitarian role by sending relief teams,
humanitarian and medical assistance, and establishing a temporary field hospital under
Operation Brahma during the March 2025 earthquake.

=9 o9, YRd A A YRIeT AT gu ved gd, T ofR fifear Tgraar Al qur
AT 2025 F YHU F SR SATIRIM TG & dgd ST Wics sRuara Rt far|

e This allowed New Delhi to remain engaged while avoiding legitimisation of the regime.

3O 712 el ) 2 Y Auar fAE = So1 v @1 ergAfy fredt

Implications for India

HRd & forg Fifgard

e Myanmar shares a 1,643-kilometre border with four of India’s northeastern States,
making instability across the frontier inseparable from India’s internal security.

TR $1 1,643 fHariey ddt Wur 4R & IR Yol =4t 3 @t 8, o dar R
SFRRAT YR FI i FRam 4 IS g8

e Violence and state collapse have already triggered refugee inflows into the nation.
3 3R I fawerar A ugd 81 <=1 # IRUnfAEt & yarg &1 o G g

e India currently hosts 90,100 displaced Myanmar nationals in Mizoram and Manipur.
YR g9 H e iR aforqR & 90,100 fawnfia =iAR ARIR®Y &t A a3 @1 8|

o The absence of a coherent national refugee policy places disproportionate burdens on
State governments, thus exposing faultlines.

FETd gy IR A St SFufRAfer I50 WHRT R A St STefelt 3, foragd
HHSINGT SR 811 5

e Continued post-election instability is likely to sustain such movements.

AR FATARR FRRAT T UaT8 &I oI 3 Fhel! ¢
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Indian-backed projects, including the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project and
the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, have faced repeated delays due to
insecurity in conflict-affected regions.

YR T aRASH, S HATGH Heel-HIsd gifore givuld Mviae iR HIRd-FIiHR-
yr¥ds Pruefy v, Tadyufad = & sRRem & HRU IR-TR S &1 I HR @
The junta’s claims of post-election normalisation will be difficult to translate into improved
implementation conditions, forcing New Delhi to reassess timelines, risk exposure and
engagement strategies.

I AR & gATAIRR ARSI & 313 B dgar Srat-aa- fRufaat & sgan sie- g,
o 72 foeah o) awasita, sifEw ik Turifoal o gritfien ozt grft|

Moreover, transnational security threats — including narcotics and human trafficking
networks — have accelerated amid weakened border controls and fragmented authority.
SHD T, SHARRTET Y& Ta¥ — o T=itet gared ofR A1a awapt Aead —

e foreEror ok fauTra T & d9 og MU R

Of particular concern is the expansion of cyber scam centres and cyber slavery networks
in border conflict zones, from where 2,165 Indians have been rescued since 2022, while
many still remain trapped.

oy i 1 fawg Frar T &= & Jrger 30 Fg iR GIsER SdT Acad o1 fowR §,
el ¥ 2022 | 3F dF 2,165 YRG! &) FT4T 4T, STafd Py onft ff v gu |

These developments present emerging non-traditional security challenges, requiring
coordinated domestlc and regional policy responses

Y g U IR-URUN JR& g Tgd FHai o, e fore wwfad W ofv &g
i wfaforar sowae 3|

The path for New Delhi

% fawet & forg wm

As western and regional blocs such as ASEAN refuse to recognise the election outcomes
for now, India must maintain a balanced approach.

S uf3ndt ofiR &g TE S SRrar g1 uikonH! & ATgdr 31 A SAPR BR 3@ 8, HRd Bl
Hgferd ef¥®Iur a=Te 3@ 8N

New Delhi is likely to sustain limited engagement with the regime to protect core
interests, while also maintaining contacts with local actors.

gﬁﬁﬂg@%ﬁaﬁ?&nimmwwr@ﬁ,muﬁwq&ﬁmﬂww
|

Myanmar’s elections have not marked a turning point.

AR & 141 3 $Ig fAvriaes 7 Tl amn|

For India, they underline a hard truth: managing relations with a fractured neighbour
requires balancing principles with pragmatism.

YR & {0 U8 U PSR YeATS SONR Bl ¢ FAHIRIG Sift & Iy Teitlt o1 vsier Rigid
3R ATaRTR®dT & Jda & [ Sl 5 |

At a time when neither offers an easy exit.
U 990 & o/d PIg H S JHIYTE WS T8l Harl
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ADDIS ABABA

Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of military
hostility, seeks removal of troops

REUTERS

NCS IR

Ethiopia on Sunday ordered neighbouring Eritrea to “immediately
withdraw its troops” from Ethiopian territory, with the pair inching
towards a new conflict. Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister has accused
neighbouring Eritrea of military aggression and of supporting
armed groups inside Ethiopian territory. AFP

Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of military
hostility, seeks removal of troops

sfafuaT 3 sifear W™ 9= =gar 71 3R
T, AP FY araRdt S 7 Bt

e Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of military hostility, seeks
removal of troops

SRR 3 3RFEaT IR S=7 <dT &1 SRIT T, S
I G I HTT Bt

e Ethiopia on Sunday ordered neighbouring Eritrea
to “immediately withdraw its troops” from Ethiopian
territory, with the pair inching towards a new conflict.

“ A BT 3
fean, i 1 321 Ue w Tad & 3R sgd e W |

e Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister has accused
neighbouring Eritrea of military aggression and of

supporting armed groups inside Ethiopian territory.

& faer vl 3 uSki sffear R A= smpTv@ar iR sRaftaE & & iR
TR T BT U FHA BT SR T 3 |

GS Paper I1I: Economy
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| 09 February 2026

1. | Each Minister has his duty, says Goyal on trade deal, oil

Td® #A F1 - Rrie ?, IR waeia ok 99 W) aid Mad

2. | ‘Trade deal with U.S. enhances our relationship’

AYPT F T ATIR U gHR Fael I Hoigd Hdl o
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Each Minister has his duty,

says Goyal on trade deal, oil
iGS Il Economy __§

Varghese K. George
Nistula Hebbar

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Sunday denied allegations
of friction between him
and External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, or that
Ministers other than him
did not know the contours
of the trade deal with the
U.S., telling The Hindu in
an interview that “people
have mixed up two diffe-
rent issues”.

In an interview, as well
as in previous press confe-
rences, Mr. Goyal said the
External Affairs Ministry
would answer questions
on whether India would
stop its Russian oil im-
ports, as U.S. President Do-
nald Trump has claimed.

The Opposition parties
have alleged that even Mr.

Piyush Goyal

Jaishankar was not answer-
ing the question and was
instead passing it on to the
Commerce Minister, citing
an interview that the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister had gi-
ven during his trip to
Washington.

“See the question to
which he [Mr. Jaishankar]
replied,” Mr. Goyal said.
“The question was about
the nuances of the trade
deal. So if there’s anything
about the trade deal, ob-
viously I will reply. People
have mixed up two diffe-

rent issues.”

“If you ask the Agricul-
ture Minister about the
trade deal, he won’t answ-
er,” he added. “If you ask
me about what’s happen-
ing with, let’s say, the oil
mission, [ wouldn’t be able
to respond. I would have a
general idea, but I would
not like to make a state-
ment on record without
full knowledge of facts.
Each person handles his
own responsibility.”

He sought to address the
concerns of farmers’ un-
ions, asserting that “not a
single farmer had anything
to worry about” as sensi-
tive items have been ex-
cluded from the deal,
while others have been
dealt with through quotas,
phased duty eliminations,
and margins of preference.

INTERVIEW ON
» PAGE 5

Each Minister has his duty, says Goyal on trade deal, oil

TP FHAl Bl U RreRT 8, IR JHEd 3R dd WR aid Mad

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal on Sunday denied allegations of friction
between him and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, or that Ministers other than him
did not know the contours of the trade deal with the U.S., telling The Hindu in an interview
that “people have mixed up two different issues”.

IO 3R ST WAt iy e A AR & 3% SR fadwr w3 . waRie] & < a4
& SRIGI &1 Wl faa, 1 T8 fos 39 SraATaT o= Hi! 1 SAR®T & W1y SR Jagid
T FURET Bt TEGRT a1 A, 3R g &g 3 G0 0 WenhR & Fgl i “aiit F g) SreT-SrerT
el Y e A fran fean 21

In an interview, as well as in previous press conferences, Mr. Goyal said the External
Affairs Ministry would answer questions on whether India would stop its Russian oil
imports, as U.S. President Donald Trump has claimed.

TH DR T, T Jd &1 U Si3hal 1 off, ot Taa = &al s fae=r wamera 9 Uy &1 3w
T o T MR T4 et ST &g P, o o 3rafvept wrgufar Siemes ¢u A aral fovan g |
The Opposition parties have alleged that even Mr. Jaishankar was not answering the
question and was instead passing it on to the Commerce Minister, citing an interview that
the External Affairs Minister had given during his trip to Washington.

faueht gat 7 oIy @ § 5 W oft SRy oft 39 Uy 1 SW TE1 ¢ % U SR S Suid
=9 1oy WAt Y O 3B U, 3R 39 fore fadwr vt gR1 arfivres anen & SR 3w U ue
HI&THR BT garal el
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“See the question to which he [Mr. Jaishankar] replied,” Mr. Goyal said.

I UY DI QY et 314 [t sraxier 7] I fean,” i Mg A Fai

“The question was about the nuances of the trade deal. So if there’s anything about the
trade deal, obviously | will reply. People have mixed up two different issues.”

% UY TUR THSNA 3! TRIfPA] IR F 4TI 39T fe IR g7 § Gt oo @,
@ T =0 A A IR G AN A Y S-S gl i e fear g1

“If you ask the Agriculture Minister about the trade deal, he won’t answer,” he added.
i MY Py Tl | IR FHFid & IR & &, df 98 SR 11 311,” 3% oe

“If you ask me about what’s happening with, let’s say, the oil mission, | wouldn’t be
able to respond. | would have a general idea, but | would not like to make a statement
on record without full knowledge of facts. Each person handles his own responsibility.”
gfg 3y Hr, 911 AT, I e & a1 8 1 ], 39 I A 27, i A W A8 2
TS| Gt WA SR g1, dfd gt o It SRt & e # Rels w aam 78
3T AT e ATk i Rredard e Wt 31

He sought to address the concerns of farmers’ unions, asserting that “not a single farmer
had anything to worry about” as sensitive items have been excluded from the deal, while
others have been dealt with through quotas, phased duty eliminations, and margins of
preference.

3I2i forar wrel o1 fiarstt &) g & &1 uar fasan 3ik el i “fnsdt off v fra &t
Riar e B smazawdar T8 8 Fifd Jde-I=Na aegsi & IH I JTeR 9T T 8, Safd
3T I3 B BIeT, ARUES [P AT, 3R aSgar Ariel & mreqq & Waifdd fvan mn g
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‘Trade deal with U.S. enhances our relationship’

Commerce Minister says all of India’s sensitivities have been protected by carefully seeing ‘what are the products where India is self-sufficient, farmers have good production, we don't import at present

or will not be required to import, and we have excluded these from the scope of this agreement’; he says the Opposition parties have a weak mindset and they are trying to misguide innocent farmers

INTERVIEW

Piyush Goyal

Varghese K. George
Nistula Hebbar
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

egotiations of the
N formal " Tnterim
Agreement on

trade between India and
the U.S. are “nearly com-
plete”, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said. He ad-
ded that India’s import of
critical commodities is
likely to grow to $2 trillion
in five years, a part of
which the U.S. will supply.
Edited excerpts:

What has been the
departure in this deal
from India’s previous
relationship with the
us.?

Ithinkiit’s a continuation of
our very strong and impor-
tant strategic relationship.
They are one of our most
important partners in the
world. We are both large
democracies. We have
shared interests in several
sectors. We have a strong
defence partnership. We
have a strong technology
partnership. We have a

strong critical minerals
partnership. We are also
members of two Quads to-
gether, so it’s a very, very
powerful relationship. The
trade agreement further
enhances our relationship
and elevates it to a much
deeper friendship.

Our red line was related
to agriculture...

Largely. All of India’s sensi-
tivities, every single one of
them, have been safe-
guarded. The sensitivities
have been protected by
carefully seeing what are
the products where India
is self-sufficient, farmers
have good production, we
don’t import at present, or
will not be required to im-
port, and we have exclud-
ed these from the scope of
this agreement.

But some farmer
groups, such as those
growing cotton, are
unhappy...

This will help cotton farm-
ers because exports can
grow by leaps and bounds.
We have a competitive
edge in textiles compared
to our competitors. Now,
markets in the UK., Eu-
rope, EFTA countries, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, so ma-
ny new markets, all in the

developed world, at 0%
duty, are going to support
our textiles. In America,
our reciprocal tariff of 18%
is amongst the lowest
among our peer group of
competing economies, so
effectively the demand for
cotton is going to go up.

We do need to import
the extra long staple cot-
ton, which we don’t have
in India in sufficient quan-
tity. So, if we give them a
quota in cotton, it’s actual-
ly good for the Indian eco-
system. Exports will grow,
and as exports grow, the
demand for domestic cot-
ton also grows.

There are so many items.
where they are opening up
the US. market for our
farm produce and pro-
cessed foods to be export-
ed. We already are a large
exporter. We export $54
billion-$55 billion every
year of these products. In
that situation, we are now
looking at how we can dou-
ble that.

Sadly, the Opposition
parties have such a small
and weak mindset that
they’re trying to distort the
story and misguide our in-
nocent farmers.

I want them to under-
stand that we are opening
up new opportunities in
Europe, the U.S., Australia,
New Zealand, and several

=
E
2
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other countries.

With the US., we have
also got 0% reciprocal ta-
riff on a large variety of
agriculture products, such
as spices, masalas, tea, cof-
fee and their extract, copra
and coconut oil, many nuts
like areca nut, Brazil nut,
cashew nut, chestnut,
which you make in India,
fruits and vegetables like
avocado, bananas, guavas,
mangos, kiwis, papayas,
pineapples, shiitake
mushrooms.

What are the areas
‘where American
demands couldbe
accommodated?

There are many areas, like
tree nuts, for example. We

have been importing pista-
chios for decades.

There are certain things
in which you don’t have
sufficient quantity and
we’ve done a very calibrat-
ed opening in all of these
products.

Wherever we need those
products, we have opened
them. Wherever we think
we need to also keep a res-
triction, we have kept quo-
tas. In some cases, we're
giving a margin of prefe-
rence, not a full duty re-
duction. In others, it’s a
phased elimination over a
period of time. Different
tools have been used to
protect our farmers, so I
see absolutely no reason
for any farmer to
complain.

‘Trade deal with U.S. enhances our relationship’

ANPT & YTY ATIR FHSNGT FHR Hael B ASTd HRdl o

e Commerce Minister says all of India’s sensitivities have been protected by carefully seeing
“what are the products where India is self-sufficient, farmers have good production, we
don’t import at present or will not be required to import, and we have excluded these
from the scope of this agreement”; he says the Opposition parties have a weak mindset
and they are trying to misguide innocent farmers
qTiorey w3 e i YR @1 gt HagTeierarall &1 3en &1 7S 8, 39 o g8 Frauriydes
381 T 5 “q -8 IIG § Ford WRd st g, frami &1 e s 7, e
BH TAHTE | ST T8 od a1 Hiasy § Smard &1 g A8l g, o 3 59 "weid
F IR | FER IWT 1 7, I5H 55l [ faueh gal & $ueR amfasdr ¢ ok 3 Wid-ura
frar @) THRIE HA B! BRI IR Q&

¢ Negotiations of the formal Interim Agreement on trade between India and the U.S. are
“‘nearly complete”, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said.

& d9 AR W i

YR 3R

&, arforsy vt digw e A wa

year

I5i- Bl fh YR FT Hgdyqut

s, a part of which the U.S. will supply. ]
‘ 3 BT 3aTd uTg qut § 2 fRfera star 9@ a6 &1

9%

One general concern
hasbeen the
commitment to buy
$500 billion of U.s.
goods.

‘Well, it’s an intention. And
it comes out of the fact that
we have a big demand for
particular goods that you
don’t have in India, which
we have to import. Today,
we are importing $300 bil-
lion of these goods from
different parts of the
world. A large part of it
comes from geographies
that are not our preferred
sources.

Is this deal
concentrating our
supply chain towards
the U.S.?

This $300 billion that we
are importing right now is
growing every year. We es-
timate that in the next five
years, we will need $2 tril-
lion of all of these pro-
ducts, which can also
come from the U.S. I have
full intention to buy that
and to diversify from our
existing sources.

Our trade deals with
some other countries
involved liberalising the
Indian labour
movement, but this one
doesnot...

Every trade deal stands on
its own legs, but bear in
mind, immigration is never
discussed in a trade deal.
So even with the European
Union, the mobility part-
nership is outside the trade

deal. It's a separate
partnership.
Trade deals have an ele-

ment of people for imple-
menting the objectives of
the trade deal. So, for ex-
ample, if somebody gets a
contract to do the plumb-
ing in a hotel in Switzer-
land, I'will need tosend pe-
ople to do the plumbing.
So trade deals only address
mobility from that per-
spective.

The question of great
interest is India’s policy
on Russian oil...

1. don’t deal with that sub-
ject. It is not part of the
joint statement or the
trade deal.

But your colleague in
the Ministry of External
Affairs madea
statement that he’s not
dealing with that issue
and that you are.

See the question to which
he replied. The question
was about the nuances of
the trade deal. So if there’s
anything about the trade

deal, obviously I will reply.
People have mixed up two
different issues.

If you ask the Agricul-
ture Minister about the
trade deal, he won’t answ-
er. If you ask me about
what’s  happening with,
let’s say, the oil mission, I
‘wouldn’t be able to res-
pond. I would have a gen-
eral idea, but I would not
like to make a statement on
record without full know-
ledge of facts. Each person
handles his own
responsibility.

Do youstill feel that we
‘will see the formal
agreement by
‘mid-March?

Oh yes. Unlike with other
countries, where we did
the framework agreement
and then got down to the
nitty-gritties, in the U.S.
«case, we've done a full ne-
gotiation of all the issues
literally line by line. So, the
negotiation part is nearly
complete. We’ll be able to
close it quickly.

The joint statement
came before because the
reciprocal tariff has to
ccome down to 18%. The ex-
ecutive order of reducing it
t0 18%, we hope to see next
week.

(Full  interview  on:
newsth. live/PiyushGoyal)

TSNS P qraie T g g gt

e He added that India’s import of critical commodities is likely to grow to $2 trillion in five

T 7, Forgert U fewar smfeer 9 smum|

o Edited excerpts:

Hurfee sfam:
¢ What has been the departure in this deal from India’s previous relationship with the

u.s.

?

39 qUE ® URd & Af¥eT & Ty qd et S . aeard 3man 82

e | think it's a continuation of our very strong and important strategic relationship.

TSl AT § T 9% §AR 3ieid Aelgd

e They are one of our most important partners in the world.
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We are both large democracies.

B 3 98 Widdd

We have sha(eq interests i.n several sectors.

TR s &3l 7 9ren iR g

We have a strong defence partnership.

G AT & WIIGRI € |

We have a strong technology partnership.

U Aol Wenfire aEiest 8

We have a strong critical minerals partnership.

SR} Holgd Wewqul @fesl AEieR 21

We are also members of two Quads together, so it's a very, very powerful relationship.
&9 gl e 1 @18 & Yo i 8, 39 I8 Us agd g el T g

The trade agreement further enhances our relationship and elevates it to a much deeper
friendship.

gwmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwm%ﬁ@ﬁmmmwﬁw
|

Our red line was related to agriculture...

TR &1a 3T Y A 3t A

Largely.
T ® U |
All of India’s sensitivities, every single one of them, have been safeguarded.
YRA & Tt Fdg-TRNtaarsil, Th-Ue o, &1 \Rferd oo T gl
The sensitivities have been protected by carefully seeing what are the products where India
is self-sufficient, farmers have good production, we don’t import at present, or will not
be required to import, and we have excluded these from the scope of this agreement.

31t 1 & U 91d B & ¥ @R DI TTs b [ ITe! § URA AR 8,
fraT &1 Iere 3resT 7, ST 59 adur § smard w1gY #wq, 1 ufaw § omard &
STARAH A I8t gIT, SR 38 5 THSNA & ST | 918 &1 T g
But some farmer groups, such as those growmg cotton, are unhappy...
AP PO fPar TqE, I8 SN ST 919, 3T &
This will help cotton farmers because exports can grow by leaps and bounds.
Ig BT fHaTY &t e S aife Fafd Aol & 9¢ T 8|
We have a competitive edge in textiles compared to our competitors.
gAR ufefiat &t gor & 9w 8 | ufaeauiars sga 2|
Now, markets in the U.K., Europe, EFTA countries, Australia, New Zealand, so many new
markets, all in the developed world, at 0% duty, are going to support our textlles
39 T, ., R, STHENT 2T, ST, Gehdls 9 5 ¢ aaiR, Tt R R 201 7, 0%
[Eh W, TUR Tl DI wHe &)

In America, our reciprocal tariff of 18% is amongst the lowest among our peer group of
competing economies, so effectively the demand for cotton is going to go up.
SAN®T & GART 18% BT TRWUNRD Yoo ufawuelf sifaraensi & T A qad sU A I §,
ZfoTE YT 0 ¥ HUTH D HiT Fgi |

We do need to import the extra long staple cotton, which we don’t have in India in sufficient
quantities.

&1 Sifafed daT Y= SUR AT AT ISl &, Sl WRd | Gaitd A H Iuas 781 o

So, if we give them a quota in cotton, it’s actually good for the Indian ecosystem.

TR, fe &0 FU B 3% HleT <4 &, 1 I8 aRaa & URd aiRfRufast a3 & fow sre1 3
Exports will grow, and as exports grow, the demand for domestic cotton also grows.
frata s@wm, ok S-SR fyafa s, eve st Ft | o ggf

There are so many items where they are opening up the U.S. market for our farm produce
and processed foods to be exported.

a@ﬁ@;@g%mﬁamwm 3R WP d @re uerdf & fafa & fow smifvat
CLGIN |
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We already are a large exporter.

g4 Ugd & 81 U s frafae €|

We export $54 billion-$55 billion every year of these products.
B S IdTGI HT & ITd 54-55 3R SIeR HT (aid Hd g

In that situation, we are now looking at how we can double that.

o fRUfa o, 3@ g1 3 ST HA | TR #R @ &

Sadly, the Opposition parties have such a small and weak mindset that they’re trying to
distort the story and misguide our innocent farmers.
gH I, fauel gal 1 TPivf iR FHWR AFREdr 8, S 3 Ferl &) dis-1Ris X
TAR WA fFarl & RIS H1 &1 IR IR E 8
| want them to understand that we are opening up new opportunities in Europe, the U.S.,
Australia, New Zealand, and several other countries.
 =redn g [ 3 992l b 30 Ry, erifver, sifeefem, geitds ok o 3y 231 # 7T 3fawR
eI RG]

With the U.S., we have also got 0% reciprocal tariff on a large variety of agriculture
products, such as spices, masalas, tea, coffee and their extract, copra and coconut oil,
many nuts like areca nut, Brazil nut, cashew nut, chestnut, which you make in India,
fruits and vegetables like avocado, bananas, guavas, mangos, kiwis, papayas,
pineapples, shiitake mushrooms.

SAN®T F Y 0 FNY IATG! B! TH Tt JU7 W 0% TRUNS e 7 ¢, ok 7ATd, T4,
PIGT 3R S 3, BIU R ARG AeT, JUR], Soitel 7€, PIvf, AL, U1 B AR
What are the areas where American demands could be accommodated?

3 P-A &7 ¢ S8l AT Al Y wHEife fbar T 82
There are many areas, like tree nuts, for example.

B3 &7 €, 98 & CH, ISER0 & R
We have been importing pistachios for decades.

B X! I AT SiaTd Hed SR

There are certain things in which you don’t have sufficient quantity and we’ve done a very
calibrated opening in all of these products.

TS aeqE UHT § O AR UTY waTw AT 161 § STR 88 31 94l Sdmal # 9gd Hgfed a¥id
¥ IR @ier 3 |
Wherever we need those products, we have opened them.
STET g6 31 STG! B TGSl &, T61 6H 3¢ Wl g |
Wherever we think we need to also keep a restriction, we have kept quotas.

e g ufaeY G- &1 SaRgdal ol 981 g9 BIeT 3T ¢
In some cases, we’re giving a margin of preference, not a full duty reduction.
B T § g9 TEUaT BT AR 2 2 2, quf Yo werdt e
In others, it's a phased elimination over a period of time.
3 HTEl B, 98 T % W1 IR FHIG 2|
Different tools have been used to protect our farmers, so | see absolutely no reason for
any farmer to complain.
oY &t R & forg fafta IusRuN o1 IuainT fovan 7 B, wfere g2 fash oft fpam &
RIGTIT B BT HIS HRUT 81 feadr|
One general concern has been the commitment to buy $500 billion of U.S. goods.
TS ATHT T ST & 500 3R STeR & WA TG B Ufaasal &1 dd g1
Well, it's an intention.
U8 Ueb FRIQT &
And it comes out of the fact that we have a big demand for particular goods that you don’t
have in India, which we have to import.
3R U8 39 7 q TS ¢ [ o3 a2y axgail &1 g9 gef 9t it § St URd H Iuas el &,
fore & SmaTa ST Ul |
Today, we are importing $300 billion of these goods from dilJerent parts of the world.

3171 §H S G311 BT 300 3RT STAR BT AT gi=ra & fafe fgwdl ¥ FR @ B
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A large part of it comes from geographies that are not our preferred sources.

ST U I91 fowa 3 &3t U 311dl & S gUR URidiel Jid e o |

Is this deal concentrating our supply chain towards the U.S.?

HIT g8 TSI gURY SMyfef e &t sifveT 31 3R Hfga #1382

This $300 billion that we are importing right now is growing every year.

S 300 3R STER BT M g1 31 HR W &, a’s'svwaaw%

We estimate that in the next five years, we will need $2 trillion of all of these products, which
can also come from the U.S.

Y A @I & fob orTal utar aut o g 37 it Iame! 1 2 feferas star =nfew g, st
AR T ot 31 e g
| have full intention to buy that and to diversify from our existing sources.

IR R 3R1eT & 6 87 30 T 3R 31 Hieier It @ fafashewor 3

Our trade deals with some other countries involved liberalising the Indian labour
movement, but this one does not...

wm%sﬁ%mumwmsﬁ?hﬁ YR Y SATANTHA T IGRIDRUT A T,
IR RS
Every trade deal stands on its own legs, but bear in mind, immigration is never discussed in
a trade deal.

TR TR THFNAT 3= Tqer= TYRFRIAT R TS 8l 7, Al &1 I8 o aimerory ot off

AR Ui & @i &1 faw 18! ghanl

So even with the European Union, the mobility partnership is outside the trade deal.

gqfere RIGR u & Iy f ferfierar agier™t SauR THEd ¥ AT Bl

It's a separate partnership.

Ig TH AT WG 5|

Trade deals have an element of people for implementing the objectives of the trade deal.

TR GHENA! H IP I B AN HRA & foIE @ 6T Id gial g

So, for example, if somebody gets a contract to do the plumbing in a hotel in Switzerland, |

will need to send people to do the plumbing.

ISR & Y, Al freht »! FeaeeRds & U gicd # WifaT &1 31 fiadl &, @ g9l @ieT

B & T ARN DT V=T 8T

So trade deals only address mobility from that perspective.
wagrﬂaﬁaﬁﬁ@ﬁw T SATATTHA HI FSIAT I 51

The question of great interest is India’s policy on Russian oil...

T 3HfUd T BT Y FF & A6 W YR Pt Al B AR 3...

| don’t deal with that subject.

& 39 fawa ¥ 7t Fuean

It is not part of the joint statement or the trade deal.

g WY II T SATIR FHSS P e T 21

But your colleague in the Ministry of External Allairs made a statement that he’s not

dealing with that issue and that you are.

AP fae=T Wamerg # 3Mud Fearh 3 wel P a8 39 4E | 7 fRue @ € ok enu e

w e

See the question to which he replied.

Y WY B! RIT a1 =14 SR &

The question was about the nuances of the trade deal.

I8 UY UTIR JHSNS &1 Iiferal & IR 7 7|

So if there’s anything about the trade deal, obviously | will reply.

ST A ATIR JHgd § W6 3 &, df Wiyifds U 3 H 3w gl

People have mixed up two dilJerent issues.

R A S S-S Yl &1 e fean g1

If you ask the Agriculture Minister about the trade deal, he won’t answer.

g 3a Py W=l & IR T & aR § g, df 98 IR el il

If you ask me about what’s happening with, let’s say, the oil mission, | wouldn’t be able to

respond.

e 310 Gord, A ciifod, dd FRE & aR 8 g&, d § SR 781 ¢ U
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| would have a general idea, but | would not like to make a statement on record without full
knowledge of facts.

T3 AT S RI 81, Afce aet &t Tff SRt & foe # Repid W =18 &
|

Each person handles his own responsibility.

TS Afad STt FrgRY W8 YT |

Do you still feel that we will see the formal agreement by mid-March?

a1 3y g Y erar @ 6wl & e 9% situenfye Jwshan g sirem

Oh yes.

g1, foepal

Unlike with other countries, where we did the framework agreement and then got down to
the nitty-gritties, in the U.S. case, we've done a full negotiation of all the issues literally
line by line.

37 2 & fausta, STef usd oram qwshdr fsar mar 3k itk g faavor w e, smifver &
e ¥ g vt e R ufd-aR-ufe guf araf @1 1

So, the negotiation part is nearly complete.

ST, Tt BT fRRHT AHT IR0 &1 T 3

We’'ll be able to close it quickly.

B9 3 delt A QRT BR g1 |

The joint statement came before because the reciprocal tariff has to come down to 18%.
HYad aaqed Ugd 311 1 TR e &l 18% dP Ml g

The executive order of reducing it to 18%, we hope to see next week.

< 18% I YT BT SRIBRY AW, B8 SuAg & b ST AT 2@ 1 v

GS Paper II1: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED | 09 February 2026

1.

Budget boosts domestic space research while spending lags behind

T SANE HYUT I doic I FeTal Jafd W U I8 4T

2. | Why does Thwaites glacier matter?
GTgey TARMR i Tgayul 82

3. | Why did Claude’s plugins spook markets?
Claude & WIS~ A TTWRI P I SIMT?
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Budget boosts domestic space

research while spending lags behind

he Budget has brought some
cheer to India’s research
community, particularly for

those involved in astronomy
and space research, as it has earmarked
R13,416.20 crore for the Department of
Space for 2026-27.

Alarge chunk of the allocation has
been set aside for deep-space exploration
and astrophysics, including to build two
advanced telescope facilities: the 30-m
National Large Optical-Infrared Telescope
and the National Large Solar Telescope
near Pangong Lake in Ladakh.

Also in focus is the COSMOS-:
planetarium in Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh, to be completed soon, and
improving the control systems of the
Himalayan Chandra Telescope in Hanle,
Ladakh. Currently, only the U.S., China,
Japan and the European Union prioritise
astronomy research to a high degree and
constantly invest large sums to upgrade
their terrestrial and space telescopes. So,
astronomers have said, the telescope
allocations will improve space research
capability and science outreach in India.

Frontier research

However, experts also raised concerns
about a significant drop in expenditure,
with the actual expense falling short of
budgetary estimates. This
underutilisation has in the past led to
bottlenecks in the planning and executing
major projects.

“There were several proposed space
missions which were finally not
supported,” Bhaswati Mookerjea,
professor and chairperson of the
Department of Astronomy and
Astrophysics at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai, said.

Dr. Mookerjea added that although this
Budget “is an extremely positive step for
astronomy in India,” the importance of
following it through couldn’t be
overstated: “The execution of big projects
in India would still require some
streamlining of resources with checks and
balances.”

India's high at ge in Ladakh. RV HNoU

large telescopes or missions — measures
that are not only essential to foster
stronger international collaborations and
keep us at the forefront of astronomy
research, but also serve as a stop-gap
arrangement till we have our own large
telescopes,” the astrophysicist said.

For far too long has the country relied
on overseas facilities for high-resolution
data and specialised equipment to do
space science, including collaborative
projects such as radio, optical, and
space-based observations. Acquiring
strong domestic capabilities in space
science and astrophysics is thus
imperative if India is to reduce its
dependence on foreign observatories.

Steadily strengthened

Building large-scale, next-generation
observatories for cutting-edge space
research, however, involves overcoming
formidable financial and technological
hurdles. These challenges often require

Only a few large i
observatories are capable of frontier
research and groundbreaking discoveries
worldwide, which means researchers
have to compete for observation time.
And when funding agencies favour their
own national researchers, international
scientists’ access becomes increasingly
restricted, and Indians are no exception.

Relying on overseas facilities
To make matters worse, an astrophysicist
(who didn’t wish to be identified) told this

with
international teams and pooling resources
and expertise with them is often the only
way for Indian scientists to participate in
ambitious projects. Adequate funding,
effective governance and partnership
with domestic industry offer a realistic
solution to shrug off this dependence on
foreign facilities and research data.
Fortunately, India’s astronomy and
space research ecosystem is being steadily
strengthened with the addition of

reporter that India’s problem is
compounded by the attitude of
bureaucrats and administrators.
“They are close-minded regarding
concepts like buying fractional time on

cutting-edge platforms. These
include optical and radio telescopes, such
as the Giant Metrewave Radio

Telescope (GMRT) near Pune, and data
processing centres capable of Ak-driven
data analysis. These efforts, alongside the

A large chunk of the budgetary
allocation for the Department of
Space has been set aside for
deep-space exploration and
astrophysics, including to build
two advanced telescope facilities

new budgetary push, could boost India’s
research capabilities, with the growing
shift towards public-private partnerships
in space research adding to the optimism.
“Basic science and big budget
experiments all over the world require
funding from State agencies” Dr.
Mookerjea said. “While there are many
private enterprises in the space sector,
proper channeling of their efforts and
overall quality control and monitoring
‘would require setting up of statutory
bodies involving government agencies.”
“In the past decade or so we have seen
many startups in the space sector, often
working in close collaboration with Indian

allocation and collaborative initiatives to
maximise the scientific output from the
country’s astronomical assets.” But, he
cautioned, “we also have to keep in mind
that private interests may not always align
with the interests of the nation as a
whole.”

An important upside of developing
homegrown cutting-edge resources in
space science is that it will encourage
students to engage in advanced research
in the country, arresting the steady brain
drain to institutions abroad. But that has
been easier said, with a lot of homework
still being required before it becomes a
reality. For instance, the GMRT is the
world's largest radio telescope array
operating at low frequencies and attracts

THE GIST

The Union Budget 2026-27
has earmarked 21341620
crore for the Department of
Space which has brought
some cheer to India’s
research community

v

Alarge chunk of the allocation
has been reserved for building
advanced telescopes and to
upgrade two other facilties,
which will improve space
research capability and science
outreach

v

However, experts raised
concers about a significant
drop in expenditure, with the
actual expense falling short of
budgetary estimates

v

For far too long India has relied
on overseas facilties for
high-resolution data and
specialised equipment to do
space science, hence itis
imperative to strengthen
domestic facilities and reduce
this dependence

astronomers from across the world. But in

the absence of a comparable optical
telescope in the country, Indian scientists
are forced to stand in line for telescope
time at foreign facilities, as they do for
doing research in high frequency radio
astronomy.

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Similarly, India doesn't have any
experts,” Abhimanyu Susobhanan, telescope that operates in the critical
assistant professor of physics at the sub-millimeter wavelengths.

Indian Institute of Science ion and “The sub-milli: sky is a unique
Research, Thiruvananthapuram, said. window for probing the architecture of

“The Department of Space established
the Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre in 2020 to promote
such partnerships. This is a positive sign
as such partnerships will promote
innovation and attract private i

the universe and structures within it,
from the dusty sub-millimetre galaxies to
the ringed nature of proto-stellar disks,”
Dr. Mookerjea said. “A proposal s in the
pipeline and it is also a part of the

& ics Mega Science

in the space sector.”

Sub-millimetre sky
For that to happen, however,
policymakers should acknowledge “the
imperative for strategic resource

Vision 2035."

Only when such projects are realised
can India's march towards becoming a
leader in space exploration gather pace.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)

Budget boosts domestic space research while spending lags behind

T 3HARE AFHU BT gole A a1 Jdfd Td Ui I8 1T

e Only a few large astronomical observatories are capable of groundbreaking discoveries
worldwide, which means researchers have to compete for observation time; when funding
agencies favour their own national researchers, international scientists’ access becomes

increasingly restricted, and Indians are no exception
ST 1R T o 38 I W JURITATd & ol o3 1 e ¢, et o g
Mepdisl & e a7g P fore ufawgyf w3 uedl Wﬁﬁﬁw@ﬁlﬁmrﬁu
SMemataif @t yrafirsear it ¥ O siaxigia dme! @1 uga amaR Wit S o 7,
HIAT W 399 orgd e §

o The Budget has brought some cheer to India’s research community, particularly for those
involved in astronomy and space research, as it has earmarked ¥13,416.20 crore for the
Department of Space for 2026-27.

goTe 3 HRd & FHUT & 5 GRI <1 7, FaRva 37 i & forg < e fagm
%ﬁvﬁ%ﬁ%}aﬁmﬁ@ | i 39 2026-27 & forT Sfafver fAUTT 8q 213,416.20 TS
|
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A large chunk of the allocation has been set aside for deep-space exploration and
astrophysics, including to build two advanced telescope facilities: the 30-m National
Large Optical-Infrared Telescope and the National Large Solar Telescope near Pangong
Lake in Ladakh.

3{Tde &1 U o1 fewm v iafves 3Awur 3R @ite Hifaet & forg srer war o §, o
3 34 gra giaursit o1 fmfor wnfira §: 30-1er Avma ardl i@ d-g9pRs cdlwmiy
3R AR ATl W TedIT, St agra & M ghe & o fRud g

Also in focus is the COSMOS-2 planetarium in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh, to be
completed soon, and improving the control systems of the Himalayan Chandra Telescope
in Hanle, Ladakh.

1Y g e 3TY WS & SHRTAd! H COSMOS-2 dRTHSd WR &, 1 Sieg [ foban ST 8,
3R AETE & ga | fRuTend 9% efiveiu & frasor gonferl o 9gaR s9R W i g
Currently, only the U.S., China, Japan and the European Union prioritise astronomy
research to a high degree and constantly invest large sums to upgrade their terrestrial and
space telescopes.

A ¥ sraa smfveT, @iH, S ik Rifa Tw & wie fage srgee™ &1 3|
m@wéﬁ%ﬁ&mﬁn@uﬁﬂaﬁﬁaﬁmmﬁ%ﬁmwa@mﬁw
FRA B

So, astronomers have said, the telescope allocations will improve space research
capability and science outreach in India.

3feTE, Tdfdel 4 #g8l § fob graial & I snmdes yRd o 3iafver rgEu™ &mar 3R
a9 TR &1 S8R I

Frontier research

Haia s

However, experts also raised concerns about a significant drop in expenditure, with the
actual expense falling short of budgetary estimates.

gTaifes, faRimTl 3 oo ® Hgeyul fRTae & awx Riar 1t Siars, siet arafae @ serdiy
AT | HH T

This underutilisation has in the past led to bottlenecks in the planning and executing
major projects.

Ig 3red IUART Ued o 98 ufaiernait &1 g iR fparaga # aremg 9er R g 7|
“There were several proposed space missions which were finally not supported,” Bhaswati
Mookerjea, professor and chairperson of the Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics
at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, said.

oS URdIia Sfaer IR O R sidd: wHd et v ” Wa@ﬁﬁ TTeT S¥lege 3T
peed frd, ag & wid ik Tte ot faumT & fiseR 3R sreger 3 wgl|

Dr. Mookerjea added that although this Budget “is an extremely positive step for
astronomy in India,” the importance of following it through couldn’t be overstated: “The
execution of big projects in India would still require some streamlining of resources with
checks and balances.”

& ggolf = et b gTaife 98 aeie “HRd § Wite fag & T ordid UoRIH® $eH 8,7
A 38 T aRE AN B $1 T5d HH o] 3T o Yhdl: “URd H got gRare-13Mi &
foraraa & faw ondt oft Tmes & JouafRua waes 3R A= a3 ot sraxaddr gl
Only a few large astronomical observatories are capable of frontier research and
groundbreaking discoveries worldwide, which means researchers have to compete for
observation time.

FId $G T WIS JuU=Tan? € giar o) & dhia aaﬁmeﬁ?uﬁﬁgf@a‘rﬁﬂ&m%
WW%%@W@T@U&&MW%WW%W

And when funding agencies favour their own national researchers, international
scientists’ access becomes increasingly restricted, and Indians are no exception.

IR T Ror TRt S T Termatan 3wttt 36 8, @ siawiga ameT
& UgT Wfra gt oIl 8, 3R uRetT oft 399 3rga e B
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Relying on overseas facilities

faa=h gfaemsif w el

To make matters worse, an astrophysicist (who didn’t wish to be identified) told this reporter
that India’s problem is compounded by the attitude of bureaucrats and administrators.
fRUFY B 3R WR1E §91d §T, U @a vifasifag ((SreiA - ugar ISR 8t &t = Jart
ﬁ?wﬁwﬁm@aﬁ?m%?mﬁﬁaam%

“They are close-minded regarding concepts like buying fractional time on large
telescopes or missions — measures that are not only essential to foster stronger
international collaborations and keep us at the forefront of astronomy research, but also
serve as a stop-gap arrangement till we have our own large telescopes,” the astrophysicist
said.

3 TS g a1 TRl W il T TieR SN fAaR 3 de) Watul W wad § —
I S A Haet eI HARRISIT HgAIT FI Sgral o 3R g6 Wi srgeer & S #i
IR §4T 3G & forg &naw% Ffcw THR 30 T8 GRaM 811 & YTl FGwIT & &0 H off
HH IR &, @ Hfaeifag A Fal
For far too long has the country relied on overseas facilities for high-resolution data and
specialised equipment to do space science, including collaborative projects such as
radio, optical, and space-based observations.

9gd I 9Hg 31 Sfafver fag & foe S=-Rutegm Ser iR faiw Ius=ui 3 fae=h
gfaemait w Ak w18, forew ¥4, sifvwa ok safver-enumfya saaie S wearh
gRAeHTE I B
Acquiring strong domestic capabilities in space science and astrophysics is thus
imperative if India is to reduce its dependence on foreign observatories.

gfery afe YRd &) fad=h du=marsit w MuRar w9 o3 g @ s fagme ok @ e
ot ¥ Ao T &N AHRIq ST Sfcid MTIRI® 5|

Steadily strengthened
AR Jee forar man

Building large-scale, next-generation observatories for cutting-edge space research,
however, involves overcoming formidable financial and technological hurdles.

IAd 3aies U & oY 98 U & 3rTeft At & du=marsit &1 fHafor H=an &g
farfi 3R a-tat aTuTsii ®1 UR ST KA Fal 5

These challenges often require collaborative partnerships with international teams and
pooling resources and expertise with them is often the only way for Indian scientists to
participate in ambitious projects.

A AT SRR SRR EHT & HIY TEARTHAD WA 1 AT DA § 3R ITb Y
TETeAL IR fIRITTAT ST AT BRAT HRR URAG AFAD! & Tgardiah gRarersit &
YT A HT THIH dHT 5l 5|

Adequate funding, effective governance and partnership with domestic industry offer a
realistic solution to shrug off this dependence on foreign facilities and research data.
i faaiwor, guTdt ME AR TR ST & "Iy ArRer! 39 fadzht gfawrs v
YT 3T W fFiRar & W& 37 &1 e aRafas IHIUE UeH HRd ¢ |

Fortunately, India’s astronomy and space research ecosystem is being steadily
strengthened with the addition of cutting-edge technology platforms.

UM F, YR HT @I 3R aRes ST 9 I dP -] WeBTH & e & T
TR Hogd 81 36T 5

These include optical and radio telescopes, such as the Giant Metrewave Radio
Telescope (GMRT) near Pune, and data processing centres capable of Al-driven data
analysis.

3 Sfffeer 3R YAt efteapia Tfdrel €, S Ot & ury R wirde Hiewda YAt
TAIDIT (GMRT), 3R Al MR ST faawor # Hem ST Wi Hg|

These efforts, alongside the new budgetary push, could boost India’s research
capabilities, with the growing shift towards public-private partnerships in space research
adding to the optimism.
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J YT, U qo1 TG Wt & 1Y FadR, YRd &1 AU st & 961 Uehd &, et
Sfrafeer iy ¥ ufie-wTgde IR $t ggdt Ughty 3= & SR Ased $Hdl g

o “Basic science and big budget experiments all over the world require funding from State
agencies” Dr. Mookerjea said.
T 1R H geryd fag ok a2 wvie & wanil & Rorg Iy weiRmt | sy o
IRIH AT BIcit §,” ST Goif 4 HeT|

e “While there are many private enterprises in the space sector, proper channeling of their
efforts and overall quality control and monitoring would require setting up of statutory
bodies involving government agencies.’

gt Siafver & o w3 fAel Iaw 8, Afd 37 vl &1 3fera Anfe=i= 3R T orasn
oo 7 AR & oy aRe ) TeiRral &Y e #ed gu duf=e fAer 3t wimg=r
I H gt I

¢ “In the past decade or so we have seen many startups in the space sector, often working in
close collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) experts,”
Abhimanyu Susobhanan, assistant professor of physics at the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research, Thiruvananthapuram, said.
U5 Uh < | gHA 3iaiver &7 § B8 WIS W €, O SRR HIRIIY Siei¥er srgaer
TS (ISRO) & fARu & Ty Htat TgaNT & HTH FHRd 8, U= JRH,
JATSIATITHS IR faFa—aqzd & Hfdw! & Tgrrs MHIR 3 Hall

e “The Department of Space established the Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre in 2020 to promote such partnerships.

“3fafvet fAHTT 3 TV G8aT &) Feral &1 & AT 2020 H $fET AT W vHIRH TS
STRTEOIRM Jex B RITT Bl 1

e This is a positive sign as such partnerships will promote innovation and attract private
investment in the space sector.”

g U APRIHP Hebd ¢ Hifch TY TgUNT TR 1 de1dT 311 3 3iafvar &= & st
9w &) sreftfa s

Sub-millimetre sky

Ta-faefiviies s

e For that to happen, however, policymakers should acknowledge “the imperative for
strategic resource allocation and collaborative initiatives to maximise the scientific
output from the country’s astronomical assets.”
gTdife U1 g1 & forg fafmtarsit &1 urifos Wwmes srdes ok Wgah eI ugd ot
ATALIHAT B WHR BT AR aTfeh A1 B @it wulzral & siftreaw dgfe
IedTe yTwd fopan i o 1"

e But, he cautioned, “we also have to keep in mind that private interests may not always
align with the interests of the nation as a whole.”

<ifeh Iei et &, “gH g8 Hi e e g o foroft e g g & v fodi &
3= g1 g qhdl |”

e An important upside of developing homegrown cutting-edge resources in space science
is that it will encourage students to engage in advanced research in the country, arresting
the steady brain drain to institutions abroad.

Sfafves fag o =it Saa ITHAl & e &1 U Heaqul oY I8 § % 98 ol & 3-r o
I YT & fore Ui o, foR =il & TRl &1 3R 819 9Tt 91 g+ S|

e But that has been easier said, with a lot of homework still being required before it
becomes a reality.
g%a's’aﬁ:ﬂ 3T &, Tafds 38 aRAfddhdT 99 4 Ugd 3l oft Bt St 3t srazadan

I

e Forinstance, the GMRT is the world’s largest radio telescope array operating at low

frequencies and attracts astronomers from across the world.

JERU & foIE, GMRT 1% gl IR &1 He= arern PTG ST ST ¢l pIy
W 7 3R gfam WR & @afael ot e iia et | g
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e Butin the absence of a comparable optical telescope in the country, Indian scientists are

forced to stand in line for telescope time at foreign facilities, as they do for doing research

in high fr ncy radi tronomy.
A 231 B W R 3 ST SefteT 8 orufRufa e e o Rt

gfaenait # ey Iug & fg war § ws1 8191 usdar 8, o % 3 3= smgfy e
Tt faRm g & oy v &

o Similarly, India doesn’t have any telescope that operates in the critical sub-millimeter

wavelengths.

T UBHR, YRA & UM HTs VAT SARDIY 81 ¢ ot gyl ga-frefifier s v &

HdT Bl

e “The sub-millimetre sky is a unique window for probing the architecture of the universe
and structures within it, from the dusty sub-millimetre galaxies to the ringed nature of
proto-stellar disks,” Dr. Mookerjea said.

Fa-firefiier st srris o1 WA 3R ISP Hiaw &t "ER=A1sH BT remas 1 & fow

T 331 fasa! ¢,

B

Ta-fciiviier sremrmalf § do Uel-ReR faw & ot

o “Aproposal is in the pipeline and it is also a part of the Astronomy & Astrophysics Mega
Science Vision 2035.”

“Ueh T ufshar o % 3R g Astronomy & Astrophysics Mega Science Vision 2035 &I

ot e g1

e Only when such projects are realised can India’s march towards becoming a leader in
space exploration gather pace.

Had og Uy
THs gH |

On thinice
jes:s&T |

Q: Why does Thwaites
glacier matter?

A: Thwaites glacier is a

large glacier in West

Antarctica, about the

size of a large country.
Scientists have often called it the
“Doomsday Glacier” in the media. It is
one of the most important places on
the earth for those trying to
understand how sea levels will rise in
future.

The glacier sits on land that slopes
downward as you go further inland,
dipping below sea level. This is
important: warm ocean water is
known to flow under the glacier’s
floating edge, i.e. its ice shelf, and melt
it from below.

As a result, the ice shelf acts like a
brace, like a doorstop, that slows the
glacier’s flow into the ocean. As the ice
shelf becomes thinner or breaks in
places, the glacier speeds up and loses
more ice.

Scientists’ studies have revealed
that the glacier is already changing: it
has been becoming thinner, retreating,
and contributing to sea-level rise.

If Thwaites were to collapse
completely over a long period, it could
cause global sea levels to rise by
around half a meter.

Thwaites is also holding back ice
nearby in the West Antarctic Ice Sheet.

This undated photo shows Thwaites glacier in
Western Antarctica. NASA

If it weakens beyond a point, other
glaciers may lose ice faster as well,
further increasing sea-level rise.
Higher sea levels will cause coasts to
flood more easily, worsen erosion,
increase storm surges, and threaten
cities, low-lying islands, and ports.
While Thwaites is far from most lived
areas, how it changes will affect
people worldwide.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

URYISHE IR g awft YRa ot eiafves sravur # arroft 991 &t gram afa

Why does Thwaites glacier
matter?

@Tged TARMAR Y Agayuf 82

¢ A: Thwaites glacier is a large
glacier in West Antarctica, about the
size of a large country.

IR ATgeH TRMER Uiy sierhiedT
# fyq ue fo=mer TARRR 7, S a1
TP 98 I & PR & R 3
e  Scientists have often called it the
“Doomsday Glacier” in the media.

T A 3 SRR WfEar ¥ “gras
TARER” HE1 5

. It is one of the most important
places on the earth for those trying to
understand how sea levels will rise in

future.

g gl R Hed Heeaqul R § A v
8 39 At & forg S ww=rT 9rgd | fop
HiTsy H g WX S T

e  The glacier sits on land that slopes
downward as you go further inland,
dipping below sea level.

T TR T Yy )R fRyq g 7 3ieR Ft
3R oA W) 1 $ 3R g™ s 8
3R Tqg 99 A = =i o 21

e  This is important: warm ocean
water is known to flow under the glacier's

Page34

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

floating edge i.e. its ice shelf, and melt it from below.

o T W ORRR % A R, I 3% ST Wew & ) a5 € 9k
Bﬁﬁ%'\ﬁﬁam%

As a result, the ice shelf acts like a brace, like a doorstop, that slows the glacier’s flow
into the ocean.

& URUTAEEY 313 e Th AR B a8 HII ST ¢, oY graT HI WU, SN
TARRR & 9% & 9819 &1 a1 s 3|

As the ice shelf becomes thinner or breaks in places, the glacier speeds up and loses
more ice.

S-SR 3MT3H QAT Ul gidT @ 9T SIT8-S1Tg gedl 8, TRER delt A 984 @ar 8 $iR
3f¥re gt @ar 21

Scientists’ studies have revealed that the glacier is already changing: it has been becoming
thinner, retreating, and contributing to sea-level rise.

B! & 31eqg= § UdT el § P T8 WRRR Ugd | €1 9¢d ¥eT 8: I8 uadl gl ¥eT1 8, N
B< 81 @ 3R 9Hg &R 9¢4 # GNeM ¢ WET

If Thwaites were to collapse completely over a long period, it could cause global sea
levels to rise by around half a meter.

Ife 2aTged da Iy H Ot @vE &8 9T, o 98 Af¥e WS R B ad e Wiew aat
HHaT g

Thwaites is also holding back ice nearby in the West Antarctic Ice Sheet.

F3ey AT SAeThicd 3AMsH e & U Ft a6 &1 WY Apeds vE@ar 2|

If it weakens beyond a point, other glaciers may lose ice faster as well, further increasing
sea-level rise.

gfe g U WA A Ufte FASIR 8 91T 8, a) 377 RRR 4 it & 9 @) 9&d &, S
TqYg TR 3R TS|

Higher sea levels will cause coasts to flood more easily, worsen erosion, increase storm
surges, and threaten cities, low- Iylng islands, and ports.

ﬁwwﬁmmmﬁr STy g1, HeTd T, TWT! a8y T, 3R =MEwY,
et g1 3R el &1 @R BT

While Thwaites is far from most lived areas, how it changes will affect people worldwide.
BTl 2ATgee ST ST AT &1 & g¥ 2, AT ST 81 AT TR R R &
?ﬁﬁaﬁumnﬁaﬁm
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Why did Claude’s plugins spook markets?

How did the m'.lrkul rmcl ) \mhmpic‘s‘ annuunmmcm on J;mu:m‘ 'JL)" \\h;n is th‘ dcﬁniliun ofa S‘;m‘mcahpw" Why h;u the Bank oI' \m::riczl c;l]lcd the

EXPLAINER

Kalyan Mangalapalli

The story so far:
n January 30, Anthropic
released 11 open-source
plugins for Claude Cowork, its
Al workplace suite. Unlike
conventional chatbots, Cowork now
functions as an autonomous digital
colleague. It reads files, drafts documents,
reviews contracts, and executes
multi-step workflows across legal, finance,
sales, and marketing sectors with minimal
human instruction. Days later, Anthropic
followed with Claude Opus 4.6, a model
capable of coordinating teams of Al
agents for financial research.

‘What was the response?
‘The market reaction was swift and brutal.
A Goldman Sachs basket of U.S. software
stocks fell 6% on February 3. Thomson
Reuters plunged 15.8% (a record),
LegalZoom sank 19.7%, and RELX
dropped 14%. Nearly $285 billion in
market capitalisation was erased globally.
In India, the Nifty IT index fell 5.87%, its
steepest fall since March 2020, wiping out
nearly €2 lakh crore. TCS and Infosys each
fell over 7% on the day while Tech
Mahindra lost over 5%. For the week, the
index declined 6.4%, with Infosys down
dra 7.1%.
one Al agent can do
the work of an entire team, India’s

-based ing model faces

are the logical extension of this

— taking what

existential repricing.

What is the

g wha
BloombergGPT demonstrated within one
platform and making it available as an

The term - coined by the Jefferies Group,
a U.S. multinational investment bank —
captures the fe:u' that Alis mphcing

agent across any enterprise.
Claude’s legal plugin — which can
automate NDA triage (rapidly assessing
and classifying Non-Disclosure

contract review, and

software, not just anci
‘Traditional SaaS (Software as a Service)
charges per user seat; when Al agents
execute workflows autonomously, fewer
humans need the software. A CNN report
quole: ‘Thomas Shipp of LPL r-‘manual
g, “Why do I need to pay for

software if internal development now
takes developers less time with AI?"

Further, Salesforce is down 26%
year-to-date, and the S&P 500 Software &
Services Index has fallen by roughly 20%.

‘The Bank of America (BofA) called this
an “indiscriminate selloff” resembling the
DeepSeek moment of January 2025, when
China’s DeepSeek shook the assumption
that Al required massive capital, and
Nvidia lost $589 billion in a day. That
panic proved overblown. BofA argued
that this sell-off rested on contradictory
premises — Al capex collapsing while Al
adoption becomes so pervasive it makes
software obsolete. Yet the structural shift
is real. The question is whether markets
are pricing a decade of disruption into a
single week.

compliance tracking — triggered the
sharpest market reaction. Thomson
Reuters recorded its largest single-day
drop ever. LegalZoom fell nearly 20%.
RELX (LexisNexis's parent) and Wolters
Kluwer each lost over 13%.

Additionally, Goldman Sachs disclosed
a six-month partnership with Anthropic
to build autonomous agents for trade
accounting, compliance, and client
onboarding. CIO Marco Argenti said the
bank was “surprised” at Claude’s
capahlhly beyond coding, parucularly in

will be 20% by the year-end.
How are Indian companies

REUTERS

roles demand domain knowledge and
judgment, not just coding ability. Palantir
itself, despne its autonomous capabilities,

this
Indian IT firms are investing, but
incrementally. TCS and private equity
firm TPG have committed $2 billion to
Hypervault Al data centres; Wipro
earmarked $1 billion for AI360; and
Infosys has partnerships with both
NVIDIA and Intel. Cognizant’s Palantir-
TriZetto integration is the most forward-
looking partnership — combining domain
expertise with a leading agentic platform.
However, the challenge is pace. As Rest
of World noted, Cowork’s plugins
automate precisely the high-volume,
repetitive work that is Indian IT’s bread
and butter. The “slower enterprise
adoption” defence rings hollow when
Goldman Sachs is embedding Anthropic
engineers in its back office to co-design

parsi

applymg rule b:m:d judgment. ’I‘hc shift

from BloombergGPT (a domain model
h

agents, and when the
Pentagon has consolidated 75 software
contracts under Palantir’s $10 billion

that its ontology-driven
approach requires humans to define the
business logic and maintain governance
frameworks. Goldman's Argenti stressed
agents will be ital co-workers,” not
repl.m-menb. because compliance
requires human judgment for edge cases.
‘Three opportunities exist: deployment
partnerships that embed and govern
agentic platforms inside enterprises; HITL
operation centres for regulated
industries; and massive reskilling to train
engineers to architect Al systems rather
than write boilerplate code.

Can this be compared to when

k shook the industry?
In January 2025, DeepSeek shook the
assumption that Al required massive
capital which led to massive losses for
Nvidia. However, the company’s value
rose 58% over the following year. BofA's
Brad Sills has explicitly called this week’s
selloff “overblown.” Similarly, Gartner
wrote that Cowork plugins are “potential
disrupters for task-level knowledge work
but nota repl.memem for SaaS

assisting analysts) to Gold: A service construct.
(autonomous agents replacing bm:L—omce The required pivot is from labour
processes) is the leap that spooked arbitrage to Al deployment partnerships.
investors. FactSet fell 10%; S&P Global Indian firms possess unmatched domain
and Moody's also declined y. expertise in banking, insurance, and
Cognizant’s partnership with Palantir The Cognizant-Palanti

embeds agentic Al within its TriZetto
healtheare platform. The platform
processes over half of U.S.” medical
claims, and now Al will handle patient

‘What are some real-world routing, claim: and supply
of Al disruption? chain tasks, with human owmghl only
In March 2023, Bloomberg released for exceptions.

BloombergGPT, a 50-billion parameter Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei has
LLM trained on 363 billion tokens of warned Al could displace half of

proprietary financial data - the largest
domain-specific financial dataset ever
assembled. Bloomberg’s CTO Shawn
Edwards said it would “enable us to tackle
many new types of applications” with
“much higher performance
out-of-the-box.” BloombergGPT proved

entry-level white-collar jobs within 1-5
years. Salesforce’s Marc Benioff has said
the company will not hire additional
engineers or lawyers because of Al.

Moreover, Andrej Karpathy, co-founder
of OpenAl, described his own experience
with Claude code as going from 80%

that domain-specific Al could ng and 20%
general models on financial tasks by a agents in November 2025, to 80% agent
significant margin when it comes to coding and 20% edits+touchups.

sentiment analysis, entity recognition,
news classification, and query
automation. It was the proof of concept.
Claude Cowork's finance and legal plugins

Semianalysis published this week in
“Claude Code is the inflection point” that
4% of GitHub public commits are being
authored by Claude code, and that they

model, where domain knowledge meets
platform capability, should be taken as
the template going forward.

Does this hurt employment?

‘The immediate signal is concerning. TCS
has reduced headcount by approximately
11,000 recently, and multiple Chief
Technology Officers have stopped hiring
freshers entirely. Entry-level testing,
maintenance, and compliance roles are
the jobs most at risk. One fintech firm told
The Ken that fresher hiring for certain
teams has gone from 80% to zero.

Yet new demand is emerging. Every Al
agent that performs autonomous work in
aregulated environment such as
healthcare claims, financial audits, and
defence logistics requires what the
industry calls HITL (Human-in-the-Loop)
processes which include oversight,
validation, exception handling,
governance, and ethical review. These

Why did Claude’s plugins _spook !narkets?
Claude & WS~ A FIRI ®I FI SIAT?

Anthropic’s Claude Cowork and market shock

WP &1 wils Pad 3R TR cHT

critical business
operations.” Wedbush added that
enterprises “won't complelely overhaul
tens of billions of dollars of prior software
infrastructure.”

The pattern will likely rhyme with
DeepSeek: a sharp selloff, partial
recovery, then slow realisation that the
underlying shift is real. l)eeps«
challenged cost mptions about
building Al while Claude Cowork
challenges revenue assumptions about
the work Al can replace. One threatened
input; the other threatens outputs. But
both follow the same arc ~ panic,
recovery, and then gradual structural
repricing. The BloombergGPT-to-Cowork
e\mluunn shows this is not a bolt from the
bl s a trajectory which has been
ble For Indian IT, the window to pivot
from labour arbitrage to Al deployment is
shorter than the market assumes.

The author is an energy and emerging
technologies expert.

THE GIST

v

Saaspocalypse, coined by the
Jefferies Group, a U S.
multinational investment bank,
captures the fear that Als
replacing software, notjust
enhancing it.

-

In January 2025, DeepSeek
shook the assumption that Al
required massive capital which
led to massive losses for
Nvidia. However, the
company's value rose 58% over
the following year. BofA's Brad
Sills has explicitly called this
week's selloff “overblown.”

v

f one Al agent can do the work
of an entire team, India’s
headcount-based outsourcing
model faces existential
repricing, Entry-level testing,
maintenance, and compliance
roles are the jobs most at isk.

On January 30, Anthropic released 11 open-source plugins for Claude Cowork, its Al

workplace suite.
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Unllke conventlonal chatbots, Cowork now functions as an autonomous digital colleague.

¥ Ui, PIad 319 U aTTw FSRied Gebwl & & & 1 B 2|

It reads files, drafts documents, reviews contracts, and executes multi-step workflows
across legal, finance, sales, and marketing sectors with minimal human instruction.

% BIES UGHT 2, GEATAV AUR ST 8, el B T HYdT 2 AR 9g-aRoNg aHwE!
T g, S S, o, st oiw fagur &= & ow aea A= & 9y s HRar |

Days later, Anthropic followed with Claude Opus 4.6, a model capable of coordinating
teams of Al agents for financial research.

F3 el a1g WIS A Fars U 4.6 SRT fova, S faiia srgeem™ & fore Al geiel @ &y
BT HHGY P | I&H g

What was the response?

yfafsear < @t

The market reaction was swift and brutal.
IR B gfaforar 9 3R FoR 0|
A Goldman Sachs basket of U.S. software stocks fell 6% on February 3.
3 BRad! $l Mesh AR & ART! ATFeIWR TId $T IRDBe 6% R M1
Thomson Reuters plunged 15.8%, LegalZoom sank 19.7%, and RELX dropped 14%.
YT e 15.8% fIRT, Eﬂﬂmm 19.7% BRT, 31X RELX 14% R |
Nearly $285 billion in market capitalisation was erased globally.
f3% TR R WY 285 3RT STeR HT AThe »Y fire T
In India, the Nifty IT index fell 5.87%, its steepest fall since March 2020, wiping out nearly
%2 lakh crore.

HRA H AT st 39 5.87% FART, St 6T 2020 F 91¢ A TS fRTae 2R, 3R T
T2 A1 BAS BT JHA gaTl|

TCS and Infosys each fell over 7%, while Tech Mahindra lost over 5%.

TCS 3R SHIRM 7% ¥ ¥ AR, Tafes Tw ufdst 5% & siftrs fRm

For the week, the index declined 6.4%, with Infosys down 8.2% and Tech Mahindra 7.1%.
TS R B SSH 6.4% FIRT, o SWIRRT 8.2% IR T Afgsr 7.1% Rl

The core fear — if one Al agent can do the work of an entire team, India’s headcount-
based outsourcing model faces existential repricing.

T S % ¢ & afe o Al ol G &0 &1 HTH & PdT 8, 9 URd BT gSPHIae T
SR Afsa sifEraTTa Tl &1 I H3m|

What is the SaaSpocalypse?
SaaSpocalypse HIT ??

The term — coined by the Jefferies Group — captures the fear that Al is replacing
software, not just enhancing it.

TE g — ABIIS JU GRT 13T T — I S & &2idl ¢ fb Al had AR &) Jgar A8l
1 78T, fep 39 T BT 8|

Traditional SaaS (Software as a Service) charges per user seat; when Al agents execute
workflows autonomously, fewer humans need the software.

URURS Saa$ (ATreddR U f Tidw) ufar SuahTewal Yew oa 8; 59 Al Toie W@ 0 3
IHUA TATd §, I HH AT B AIreddR B oIewd gial g

A CNN report quotes Thomas Shipp of LPL Financial asking, “Why do | need to pay for
software if internal development takes less time with Al?”

T CNN YOl & LPL B1gARraa & 4THy Ry ©8d §, 519 Al & I1Y 3iidf¥e faery &0
TG A1 8, A G THedwR & g YT 1 -1 anfeu?”

Further, Salesforce is down 26% year-to-date, and the S&P 500 Software & Services
Index has fallen roughly 20%.
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The Bank of America (BofA) called this an “indiscriminate selloff”’, resembling the
DeepSeek moment of January 2025.

g'a? 3T SANDT (BofA) A 3T “3iemgy fyamarelt” aamn, S Sa™ 2025 & Stufte &or o
|

When China’s DeepSeek shook the assumption that Al required massive capital, and
Nvidia lost $589 billion in a day.

9 99 & Shueftes A 59 yrRon &1 fEar faar i Al P g urdt goh =3t 8, SR gadifsan
A Us {37 ° 589 3R9 STeR @l feT)

That panic proved overblown.

I% vavTee Sfaxfora arfad g3

BofA argued the selloff rested on contradictory premises — Al capex collapsing while Al
adoption becomes pervasive enough to make software obsolete.

BofA = %g1 o I8 fadaral fartemyriY eromsi wR sneria At — Al Usiia Wd ge 38T €,
SEfP Al MU BT FR §a-T ATIP &I 38T & [P JToeauR UTHIP gl S|

Yet the structural shift is real.

R 1ft IREITH® IgaTd IRAfa® B

The question is whether markets are pricing a decade of disruption into a single week.

JaTdl I8 ¢ o o1 919TR U GR1P & SGaTd I TP WITe B Jedifpd dI g ¢ |

Real-world examples of Al disruption

T3ITS HATY & TRATAP STl

In March 2023, Bloomberg released BloombergGPT, a 50-billion parameter LLM trained
on 363 billion tokens of proprietary financial data — the largest domain-specific
financial dataset ever assembled.

T 2023 T SIHE A STASGHGPT SIRY foban, St 50-fafer= e aram LLm § 3R 363
Rt Ao & T ara faxfig Se1 R uiiféd § — 97 o % &1 9ad 991 SHaF-
fafk fadia Yee 31

Bloomberg’'s CTO Shawn Edwards said it would enable many new applications with much
higher performance out-of-the-box.

S & CTO T TSaSH - BT b TG 1S UBR P TRAB I P T&H BN 3R dga?
W& Ua™ S|

BloombergGPT proved that domain-specific Al can outperform general models on
financial tasks such as sentiment analysis, entity recognition, news classification, and
query automation.

SETIGPT 7 R o i ShA-faftiy vang fasiig et o Afede fazayor, wfedt ugam,
ol TffepRur 3R HI ST H AT ATsdl § 3gar UeRIA &R IHhdl |

It was the proof of concept.

g U Ryegia &1 T 1|

Claude Cowork’s finance and legal plugins are the logical extension — taking what
BloombergGPT demonstrated and making it available as an autonomous agent across
enterprises.

FiTS Prad P fad 3R S wE-a I o1 fIid 9 § — S sqraicPT A femn
I WA Toie & U | STl § AR HT1|

Claude’s legal plugin — automating NDA triage, contract review, and compliance
tracking — triggered the sharpest market reaction.

A1 BT AN WIS — NDA Jedich, rgael THtedm 3Nv SrgurerT ¢feh 1 &Y Taenferd aa
el — o I oW TR Ufafshar 3o &1

Thomson Reuters recorded its largest single-day drop, LegalZoom fell nearly 20%, and
RELX and Wolters Kluwer lost over 13%.

YT ey ot Te o ¥ gad 5t Rmae g3, hresd aHT 20% RRT, $iR RELX @
dieed aeas 13% I e iR
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Additionally, Goldman Sachs disclosed a six-month partnership with Anthropic to build
autonomous agents for trade accounting, compliance, and client onboarding.
TP 3(ATa], Mesh AR 2 Bfie & 1Y B8 TN 3t AR &1 Gar a1 aifes 28
SBTSFET, SFuTe 3R FATSC TS & T W Tole oY o T |
CIO Marco Argenti said the bank was surprised by Claude’s capability, especially in
parsing regulatory documents and applying rule-based judgment.
CIO UTHT 3reid 3 g1 [ I Feils Bt &mar A mefafed o1, vy ®u 3 e gwmawd
Tz 3R gy smenfya fAvfa anp w3 #|
The shift from BloombergGPT (assisting analysts) to Goldman-Anthropic (replacing
back-office processes) is the leap that spooked investors.
SATIGPT (fazdiy®! Y Tera«n) ¥ Mesaq-tufue (d@-3iifea uftharsit &1 ufaxnfia
PAT) BT dead o) AP Y I aTell TR |
FactSet fell 10%, while S&P Global and Moody’s declined sharply.
Paede 10% FRT, Safd s&p Tiad iR gIe # do fRTae ons |
Cognizant’s partnership with Palantir embeds agentic Al in the TriZetto healthcare
platform.

e 3R Uqifer & ATieR) 7 Trgve] TP WewH J Tuifed TIMg oI Aiid fHan|
The platform processes over half of U.S. medical claims, where Al now handles patient
routing, claims adjudication, and supply chain tasks, with human oversight only for
exceptions.

Tg Wehid ARt & oY I s AfSTHa FaH TR $aT 8, 51 31d T3S URie = fe,
o fofa o IwrE A9 &1 GHTadT ®, 3R A AR $ae sruarel & g gl B
Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei warned Al could displace half of entry-level white-collar
jobs within 1-5 years.

W% & CEO SIfvat 3Ss A Tarat di i warg 1-5 quf & ond ¢dY-dad gge-Pia
il Ht yfoatiia $= aoar 3|

Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff said the company will not hire additional engineers or
lawyers because of Al.

& CEO AT f3ITE - 5T {6 HUN TATS & HRUT ffaivad Soili-1aR a1 aotd
frgaa 81 syt
Andrej Karpathy described his coding shift from 80% manual to 80% agent-based coding
between November 2025 and later.
Tgo HRUA 7 33 DHIfST g & AdaR 2025 A 91¢ A 80% AN T 80% Toie-SMMeTia
PIHST Jar|
Semianalysis reported that 4% of GitHub public commits are authored by Claude code,
expected to reach 20% by year-end.

AfyerferRa 3 sar i fiegd & 4% Aduife B wils Bie gRT ford TR €, 5 a9
P 3 qP 20% BIF B GHUTTAT 2|

How are Indian companies addressing this disruption?

Hufral 39 gy A $9 Fue 8 22

Indian IT firms are mvestlng mcrementall
YR SISt HUT-T shitd %|
TCS and TPG have committed $2 b|II|on to Hypervault Al data centres.
dfiew 3R TPG A gTewRaTee LTS SeT Aex # $2 fafera faw A &1 dovey fean g
Wipro earmarked $1 billion for Al360.
famt 3 AI1360 ¥ forw $1 faferga i fPu g
Infosys has partnerships with NVIDIA and Intel.

o1 TS 3R §ed & WY SRt g
Cognizant-Palantir-TriZetto integration is the most forward-looking partnership,
combining domain expertise with agentic platform.
HIRcc—_UdifeI-cTSoe! TPHIHIUT Jod SR & W arell WsigR} &, o Sra- fashugrar
3R Toifesd Wewd &l Sisd gl
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The key challenge is pace.
T A i g
Cowork’s plugins automate high-volume repetitive work, which is Indian IT’s core
business.

F WS- I AT 9T S1eX1d aTd HIT &I WqaTferd HId &, Sl HRAIT ) BT
U] A 5 |
The argument of slower enterprise adoption weakens when Goldman Sachs embeds
Anthropic engineers and the Pentagon consolidates 75 software contracts under a $10
billion agreement.
it TeUTE S &1 T HHGR TSl § oid Mes A Ao TUIU® Soiif-ari & mfad
PRl 8 3R U 75 AteddR gl &1 $10 fafera wasia o wwfea srar gl
The required shift is from labour arbitrage to Al deployment partnerships.
TIRTSH FEATd AR ST | TIHTS AT AFIGR! & iR 3
Indian firms have strong domain expertise in banking, insurance, and healthcare.
YR $Hufal & o sfd, S ok wrea 87 § aeigy S1ae faugan g
The Cognlzant—PaIantlr model should be the future template.

—Uqifex Alsd &I HIAS BT T/Rie AH ST A1fgU|

Does this hurt employment?

T Y AR YHIfAd gm?

The immediate signal is concerning.

I Hohd fRide® ¢ |

TCS reduced headcount by around 11,000.
ERITTH A T 11,000 HHATRYT DI HEAT IS |
Many CTOs have stopped hiring freshers.

s didten 7 el &t woff A & 31

Entry-level testing, maintenance, and compliance roles are the most at risk.

G- daa 2R, Aot 3R SrguTA YT wo aifi SR F 2

One fintech firm reported fresher hiring dropped from 80% to zero.
TH e HUAT 2 I fh IPRR Uell 80% | TP~ [ &l TS|
However, new demand is emerging.

gTeTip, T8 AT IHR T8l 8

Every Al agent in regulated sectors requires HITL (Human-in-the-Loop) — including
oversight, validation, exception handling, governance, and ethical review.

afa &= o & TanE TSl &I HITL (§gHA-39-G-qU) &I 3Maadhdl giat § — forad fATRTY,
HTUH, 3UaTe YaeH, [ME 3R e aiten i |

These roles require domain knowledge and judgment, not just coding.

2 Yfirareil & e 1A 314 SR vty eryar smawass 8, Had wifew |

Palantir emphasises humans must define business logic and governance frameworks.

Tqifex SR e 8 i Agwdl ®1 faerw aifore ok Ta-d haad fuifva o= aifgel

Goldman Sachs stated agents will be digital co-workers, not replacements due to human
judgment in compliance.

I A Hgl [ Tole fEfrea weal 217, ufaumo= 7Y, Fifs srqure & arada
ool smawas g1
Three opportunities exist.
7 sraeR AN ]
Deployment partnerships embedding and governing agentic platforms inside
enterprises.
AT TTHERY S TeRuTsS & HiaR Teifed WekiH & wUTd 3R HTferd &3 |
HITL operation centres for regulated industries.

forifaa S & fTT HITL TR Hev|

Massive reskilling to train engineers to architect Al systems instead of writing
boilerplate code.
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wﬂgg:ﬁmauﬁrwaﬁéﬁﬁﬁmmwaﬁgmﬁa?mwn%mm
TP |

Can this be compared to when DeepSeek shook the industry?

FIT 3BT T I UG A D1 o1 Jobell 3 O SIUfies 7 ST &Y e faar ure

In January 2025, DeepSeek shook the assumption that Al required massive capital, which
led to massive losses for Nvidia.

TTat 2025 & STRAIP 7 39 yROT &1 g e i wang & g ut yeht smaxas 8, o
TAfafEar &1 U JHaH gon|

However, the company’s value rose 58% over the following year.

BT, 3T a9 & U &1 Jodf 58% T 4T |

BofA’s Brad Sills has called this week’s selloff “overblown.”

BofA & oS fied 1 39 Uwig 1 fadaret &1 “siferfra” sarn gl

Gartner stated Cowork plugins are disrupters for task-level knowledge work but not a
replacement for SaaS applications managing critical business operations.

MR A H51 [ Brad Wi~ SRI-FRI I F10 § U UST HId § AP Saas
ST @1 faaTa= 7Y & S Aeayul aawiie darem dured gl

Wedbush added enterprises will not completely overhaul tens of billions of dollars of
existing software infrastructure.

AT A H7T {5 HufaT HieeT AiteduR EaRaHT UR T fhY T 3R4} STk & ¥ avg
gl dga|

The pattern will likely mirror DeepSeek — a sharp selloff, partial recovery, then slow
realisation of structural shift.

T8 U Juaa: Siusfte o1 g — a1 fiRTae, Siifdre gur, fhR Ia-Teas seard #it
et T

DeepSeek challenged cost assumptions of building Al, while Claude Cowork challenges
revenue assumptions about work Al can replace.

Sfie A wand fAutor t arma uromsit & g §, SefE Fis Hiad T gRI
wfaifia o1l @1 3 yRons i g T 3|

One threatened inputs, the other threatens outputs.

TS A §AYE PI T al, GER A 3TSTYE B |

Both follow the same arc — panic, recovery, and gradual structural repricing.

3l T g oY H1 UIeH IRd § — "aRTee, JUR 3R efR-¢R Wemrers gdeaied|

The BloombergGPT-to-Cowork evolution shows this is not sudden but a visible
trajectory.

SATIGPT A Pad &1 IR f3arar § & g8 sram® T8 afes te Wy ueuas 2|

For Indian IT, the window to pivot from labour arbitrage to Al deployment is shorter than
markets assume.

mm-cguen'é'aasﬁm, AR 3nfders | T3S ATl B 3R SCad o 3afy IR &Y e I
PHTI

GS Paper III: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED

| 09 February 2026

1.

NHAI to puild barrier safeguarding bird habitat in Karnataka
Ffce A yelt 3mary o YRem & fore vau=usns iR a=mem
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NHAI to build barrier
safeguarding bird
habitat in Karnataka

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
MYSURU

To minimise the impact of
highway expansion on wil-
dlife, the National High-
ways Authority of India
(NHAI) has proposed con-
structing a 650-metre
soundproof barrier wall
along a stretch of the Mysu-
ru-Kushalnagar highway in
Karnataka that passes
close to the eco-sensitive
zone of Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary.

The barrier is aimed at
ensuring that vehicular
noise and movement do
not disturb avian species in
one of the most important
bird habitats in the State.
NHAI officials said that the
proposal has already re-
ceived clearance from the
Standing Committee of the
State Wildlife Board, and
the State government has
now forwarded the re-
quired documents to the
National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL) for final approval.

Clearance mandatory

Speaking to The Hindu,
NHAI's Regional Officer
(Karnataka) Vilas P. Brah-
mankar said, “Wildlife
clearance is mandatory as
the project alignment pass-

The Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary is a key avian
habitat in Karnataka. FILE PHOTO

es close to protected areas.
The highway touches the
eco-sensitive zone of Ran-
ganathittu Bird Sanctuary
and also the buffer zone of
Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.
In the 650-metre stretch
near Ranganathittu, we
have planned a sound-
proof barrier wall to signif-
icantly reduce vehicular
noise, ensuring that birds
are not disturbed and that
wildlife movement to-
wards the highway is dis-
couraged.”

Another official from
the construction site said
that the soundproof bar-
rier is essentially an acous-
tic wall designed to reduce
traffic noise reaching sensi-
tive areas.

NHAI to build barrier safeguarding
bird habitat in Karnataka

Ficd H ueft 3mary ot gRem &
fore Trgawans aRTR aATET

e To minimise the impact of highway
expansion on wildlife, the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has
proposed constructing a 650-metre
soundproof barrier wall along a stretch of the
Mysuru-Kushalnagar highway in Karnataka
that passes close to the eco-sensitive zone
of Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary.

FOgl TR ISHIT faRdR & UHE B 6H
B & fo, WRet It oA wrfireor
(TATE3TS) A Fefed H RITE-FAATR
IS & U TR & 1Y 650 Hiex wal
AREeY® RAR SR T &1 Uard @1 8, off
TFIYSE el SHARTY & UTRfRifae-
TSI & & U I [oRdT g

e The barrier is aimed at ensuring that
vehicular noise and movement do not
disturb avian species in one of the most
important bird habitats in the State.

I8 IR 39 Ie=T ¥ ST W1 W61 & b argAl
BT IR 3R SATATSTE! T & Ty Agaqu
u%snam’fﬁ@wﬁq&ﬁuwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
THYI

o NHAI officials said that the proposal has
already received clearance from the Standing
Committee of the State Wildlife Board, and
the State government has now forwarded the
required documents to the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL) for final approval.
TATIUSTE [ 3§ %g1 for 9 URad &I
U5 &) Ted aeig aS Pt R i
Tt i g1 @, SR 31d Iod WP A
IR XTI IFT TAeitg arS

mem&mmm
|

Clearance mandatory

3rgHe Sifard

e Speaking to The Hindu, NHAI's Regional Officer (Karnataka) Vilas P. Brahmankar said,
“Wildlife clearance is mandatory as the project alignment passes close to protected areas.

< g T 910 B gU, TATENang & ety Srftrerd

(FiTe) faarT . sgures = &,

ggeita Wipfa sifrard @ wiifes ufagisr &1 Tgur g ae & Uy & TordT 8|
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The highway touches the eco-sensitive zone of Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary and also
the buffer zone of Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.

g ST WIS Uelt 3Ry F yiifRufae-tide-=ia & ok AR <8R fod
F B W &1 it gaT B

In the 650-metre stretch near Ranganathittu, we have planned a soundproof barrier wall
to significantly reduce vehicular noise, ensuring that birds are not disturbed and that
wildlife movement towards the highway is discouraged.”

THIRIEE & U 650 Wex & R #, 897 ASsYw W flar &t dis1 §18 § arfe
TG+l & MR B! BB G aP HH [HAT o T, Tg I HRd gU [ veh W= = 8 iR
TSl @t ISTHNT B 3R ATaTeE! gateared ol

Another official from the construction site said that the soundproof barrier is essentially an
acoustic wall designed to reduce traffic noise reaching sensitive areas.

frafor w@ & te 3= St A w1 5 Ieeyw IR 90 ¥1 3 te | dar 7, SR
Tde-T=Me &3 % Ugan dTe ATaraTd [MR & HH B & fole fSemz far T gl
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